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Main Text: “Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel.  My way is hid from the Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God”?  Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary, his understanding is unsearchable.  He give power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.  Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait for the Lord, shall renew their strength, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.  

Isaiah 40:27-31

1. In Matthew 10:32, Jesus says that “Whoever acknowledges me before me, will I acknowledge before my Father in Heaven”

a. If you believe and are able, join me in confessing

b. I believe in the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

c. I believe Jesus is my Lord

d. I believe God is my Father

e. I believe the Holy Spirit is my guide

2. A man and a woman were around a spiritual campfire

a. Every 10 minutes they would add a log to the fire

b. Faith flamed up, grace was great, forgiveness was bright, the worship was hot and the service was sizzled

c. It went on for hours.  A man would add a log and then a woman would add a log

d. Hearts were filled with comfort

e. Then a man waited 20 minutes.  Then the woman waited 40 minutes, then one hour

f. The flame of truth died down, the worship became lukewarm and the service ceased

g. The man said, “I don’t believe like I once did.”

h. The woman said, “The worship is not the way it used to be

i. They grew cold together.  Neither put another log on the fire

3. What do we do when the spiritual fire burns low?

a. What does it mean to add spiritual logs to the fire

b. How do we keep the faith hot?

4. The spiritual campfire story could easily summarize Isaiah 40-55

a. The fire was about to go out

b. The faith was cold, the worship was lukewarm

c. Before long belief in God turned to doubts

5. What happens in Isaiah 40-55 characterized faith in all the Bible

a. The song, Days of Elijah does the same thing

b. It seeks out what leads to a continuation of faith

c. Why does belief in God matter?

6. Isaiah responds not by talking about people, but by talking about God

a. The 16 CHAPTERS ARE NOT ABOUT 

b. People, but about God

c. What people want, but about what God brings

d. Issues that weight them down, but strength of God that lifts them up

e. Events that leads people to God, but the nature of God to come to people

f. Who people are, but who God is

g. Nature of human hurt, but the nature of God’s heart

7. Listen to Isaiah’s excitement (Isaiah 40:9)

a. Go up to a high mountain and yell with all your might

b. I am not sure what Isaiah would say if he were in Memphis

c. We don’t exactly have a high mountain

d. He might say, “Go to the top of Clark Tower, or the point of the Pyramid, or on the top of the new bridge, or on top of 100 N. Main

e. Isaiah would be one of those people who would want to stand for all of the songs

f. Isaiah would sing at the top of his lungs

8. Isaiah would have loved our Public Address (:PA) system

a. He would have used two wireless microphones

b. He would want to make it louder and louder

c. He might have gone to 104.3FM or Fox 13

d. He had some important news to announce about God

9. Listen to his announcement:  3 words

a. Behold you’re God.  Behold you’re God

b. HenWAY elLOhayKEM 

c. What Does Isaiah say about God?

d. Why it matters that we believe in God

10. After HenWAY elLOhayKEM –3 logs on the fire – Isaiah 40:10-11

a. What does Isaiah say about God?  Why does God matter?

b. Isaiah 40:10a – Behold the Lord God comes - # 1 He comes

c. Isaiah 40:10a – Behold he comes with might, his arm rules. - # 2 – He rules

d. Isaiah 10:11 – He will feed his flock like a shepherd.  - # 3 He cares

e. He comes, He rules, He cares

11. # 1 – HE COMES

a. The people in BC (Before Christ) wondered if God would come

b. To many God was far away

c. Hiding in the rubble of a destroyed temple

d. Isaiah says that’s not true, He comes

12. Isaiah anticipates John 1:1, 14

a. The word was in the beginning

b. But then the word became flesh and dwelt among us

c. God came to Babylon and took the people home

d. God came to Bethlehem and took us home

13. Central qualities of God – He comes HE DOESN’T 

a. Hide from us

b. Sit on a mountain waiting for us to come to him

c. Make himself hard to find

d. Send us on a wild chase

e. He comes seeking us

14. We went looking for a dishwasher

a. We went to a large store that had quite a selection

b. There were so many that we had trouble deciding

c. We needed some help.  We went all over the store trying to get somebody

d. Finally a knowledgeable man explained the pluses and minuses of each machine

e. We found it helpful and decided to get a model called El Cheapo

f. We asked, “How do we buy it?”

g. The man who knew so much about the dishwasher, didn’t know, but he would check

h. He came back and said that we needed to go to the service desk and pay for it

i. We went to the service desk and were sent somewhere else

j. We ended up taking another 45 minutes buying the appliance

15. Think about that

a. We went to that store.  We had money.  We wanted to buy.

b. The store did everything it could to make that process difficult

c. At times we were almost ready to give up

d. Before in God we experienced in a different way

16. The central qualities of God is that He comes.  HE DOESN’T 

a. Hide from us

b. Sit on a mountain waiting for us to come to him

c. Make himself hard to find

d. Send us on a wild chase

e. Hide behind a dishwasher

f. He comes seeing us

17. Listen to the classic statement of this:  Psalm 139:1-3, 7-11

a. GO TO clubs, Tunica, jail, ball games

b. A place where nobody knows you

c. A city where nobody has ever seen you

d. GOD IS THERE

18. This is not Santa Claus watching day and night to catch you doing something wrong

a. THIS IS GOD COMING

b. To rescue, to bring you home

c. To comfort, help and find you

d. HE COMES, HE COMES

19. # 2 – HE RULES

a. People in BC thought that he had lost his power

b. They thought he had lost the last war

c. God was too weak, to puny to help

20. Isaiah spends most of the chapter talking about God’s power

a. He ends it this way – Isaiah 40:28-31

b. Young women runs a marathon – they get tired, but God runs marathons every day and never gets tired

c. Young soldiers do 20 miles with full packs – they get tired, but God runs with a full pack 24/7, but never gets tired

d. God soars like an eagle, never falls, and never stops and never faints

21. The issue here is control

a. Many of us want to be in control of life

b. We want the oval office, the steering wheel, the purse strings, the master key

c. It is hard for us to give up control

22. Yet when we are in control, we mess up

a. We took charge of the business and it went bankrupt

b. We took charge of the family and look what happened

c. Being in charge makes us worry, become overworked, and fearful

d. Being in charge gets us discouraged, worn out and beat up

23. The God comes and says, let me rule, I’LL BE IN CHARGE

a. Of the business that messed up, the family situation you botched

b. Everything you worry, work and fear about

c. What is discouraged, worn-out, and beat up

24. 2 Corinthians 3:18 is a key statement.  It has 2 parts about giving God control

a. # 1 Turn to the Lord.  In the middle of whatever you’re facing, turn to the Lord

b. # 2 – The Lord will turn you into his likeness.  He will rule your life so you become like him

c. The hard part of that is not what God does, but what we do

25. Every morning I go to my prayer chair

a. I often think about business things and family things that I have messed up

b. I sit there under worry, work and fear

c. I pout about what’s discouraging, what’s worn on me and what has beat up on me

26. I have to go through a transfer

a. I symbolically put all of that stuff in my hands

b. Then I lift my hands up in the air during prayer

c. I open my fingers and let all that stuff float up to God

d. Sometimes I want to get out of my chair and grab it back

e. But when I give it to him, he rules, he rules

27. He comes

a. When he comes, he rules

b. When he comes, he cares

28. # 3 – He Cares

a. The people living in BC felt that God didn’t care

b. He had forgotten, forsaken, deserted and punished them 

c. How could such a God care?

29. Isaiah compares BC to sheep and God to the Shepherd

a. He feeds his flock just like a shepherd feeds sheep

b. He gathers up lambs that are hurting and vulnerable in his arms

c. He carries them up against his chest in a loving way

d. He is especially careful of the mother sheep with her young

30. John 10 takes up that same image

a. Isaiah says for God, I know my sheep by name.  They know me

b. Even city people see the connection between God and a shepherd

c. What can be more important in life than knowing that God knows my name

31. A friend of mine named Rachael made me this gift

a. I took the verses of scripture and put my name in them

b. When I first read these scriptures with my name, I was jolted

c. I deeply appreciated the gift, but the Word of God penetrated deep when it had my name 

d. The point of the gift is that he cares

e. Isaiah gets specific about how God cares

32. Isaiah 41:10

a. I’m afraid sometimes, but God cares.   He says, “Don’t be afraid”

b. I’m dismayed, but God cares. He says, “Don’t be dismayed.”

c. I get weak and confused.  God cares.  He offers strength and help

d. When all seems lost, he holds up my hand in victory

e. God cares

33. Isaiah 43:1-2

a. IMAGINE YOU HAVING TO SWIM

i. The wolf river, or the Mississippi River, or 

ii. The English Channel, or the Pacific Ocean

b. God cares and he will be with you in the mud of the Wolf river and the waves of the Pacific Ocean

c. IMAGINE YOU HAVING TO WALK THROUGH FIRE

i. In the room of your house, down the hallway, 

ii. Or through the building

d. God cares and he will keep you safe

34. John 3:16

a. God loved.  What does that mean?  It means God cares

b. How much did he love?  He gave his son

c. How many sons did God have to give?  One

d. Who did God express this love to?  Anyone who believes

35. Why does belief in God matter?

a. He comes

b. He rules

c. He cares

d. Say that with me

36. `Robert Dick Wilson is a famous Greek scholar who taught at Princeton Theological Seminary.  John Huffman in his book, Who’s in Charge Here? Tells of a day that one of Dr. Wilson’s students came back to preach in chapel twelve years after he graduated.

a. Old Dr. Wilson came in and sat down at the front.  After the sermon, Wilson went up to his former student.  

b. He said, “If you come back again,  I will not come to hear you preach.  I only come once.  I’m glad you are a big-godder.  When my students come back I come to see if they are big-godders or little-godders.  Then I know what their ministry will be like.

c. The former student didn’t understand.  

d. Wilson said, “Some men have a little god and they are always in trouble with him.  He can’t do anything.  He can’t take care of the inspiration and transmission of scripture to us.  He doesn’t intervene on behalf of his people.  They have a little God and I call them little-godders.  

e. Then they are those who have a great God.  He speaks and it is done. He commands and it stands fast.  He knows how to show himself strong on behalf of them that fear him.  You have a great God and he will bless your ministry.  

f. Wilson turned and walked out.

37. What kind of person are you?

a. Big godder or little godder

b. Isaiah made it clear where he stood.  Isaiah believed in a big God

c. He comes.  He rules.  He cares

