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Main Text:
“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; and the form things shall not be remembered or come into mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy.  I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and be glad in my people; no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress.  No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the child shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed.  They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit, They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.  They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the Lord, and their children with them.  Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will h ear.  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; and dust shall be the serpent’s food.  They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, says the Lord.”










Isaiah 65:17-25

1. 2 Samuel 12 tells the story of David and Bathsheba

a. Together they have a child

b. Shortly after he is born the child became sick

c. It happened so quickly that the child was not given a name

d. The child lingered for 7 days

e. During the whole ordeal David was flat on his face

2. When the child dies the servants tell him

a. David gets up and washes and eats

b. The servants are mystified

c. They thought that now was the time to grieve

d. But David had done his grieving

e. In the next verse, “David comforted his wife”

3. 2 Samuel 18 is the story of David and Absalom

a. Absalom was David’s 3rd son by Maachah

b. Absalom was filled with lust and bent on rebellion

c. He led a revolt against his father, David

d. David had to flee the capital city

e. In the battle that followed Absalom was killed

4. When Absalom dies, the servants tell David

a. The text says he was “deeply moved”

b. He went to his bedroom and wept

c. The people outside could hear him crying

d. “Absalom, my son, my son, Absalom.  Would that I had died instead of you, O Absalom my son, my son”

5. David experienced twice what all people seek to avoid

a. Few things are more difficult than the death of a child

b. No question is more penetrating than why does the child have to die

c. Nothing touches us more, even centuries later, than hearing about the death of a child

6. Feodor Dostoyevsky, Brother Karamazov

a. Two brothers:  (1) Ivan was a tortured intellectual and agnostic

b. (2) Alyosha was spiritual and a God seeker

c. Ivan said, “What about children?  How do we account for their suffering?”

d. Ivan says, “I understand how adults who make bad choices must suffer.”

e. “I understand how we all suffer because of wickedness in the human race”

f. “But children are not guilty of that, why do they suffer?”

7. Dostoyevsky raises one of the world’s greatest questions

a. He later admitted that when he wrote the dialogue between the two 

brothers

b. Her wasn’t sure there was any answer

8. The question comes up in Isaiah 65

a. Isaiah is a long, complex and difficult book

b. The theme of the book is that we must listen to God

c. Isaiah has some of the most vivid descriptions of human suffering

d. But his conclusion is still…….listen to God

9. The last dozen chapters are about broken heartedness

a. Chapter 61:1 says, “he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted”

b. Chapter 65:1-7 is a description of God’s broken heartedness over his people

10. In the middle of this broken heartedness we have this question about children

a. “Why do children dies,” comes up 3 times

b. It comes in a description of a wonderful place and wonderful time

11. # 1 – Isaiah 65:19

a. No more crying, no more Kleenex

b. No more sorrow, no more sympathy cards

c. No more funeral homes, no more hospitals

d. No more grief counseling, no more depression

e. No more David’s flat on his face for 7 days

f. No more father’s cries, “Oh my son,  my son, my son”

12. # 2 – 65:20

a. No children will die in infancy

b. Every one will live to a ripe old age

c. A person who is 100 will be sent to youth mission

d. Anybody who dies younger will be considered cursed

e. There  will be no children like David’s who lived 7 days

13. # 3  - 65:23

a. Children won’t get terminal diseases

b. Children will be blessed

c. Grand children will be blessed

d. No more parents will have children who face calamity

e. There will be no children like Absalom who rebel and die in battle

14. Once we read three verses we have questions

a. Where is this going to happen?

b. Call United Van Lines and say, “I’m moving to this place”

c. Transfer my mail.  I will call you when we arrive.

d. When is this going to happen?

e. Since Isaiah lived over 2500 years ago, did it happen already?

f. Is it yet to happen?  What can we do to make this happen?

15. The bottom line of a question is clear

a. If there is a place where children do not die, we want to live there

b. If there is a time when children do not die, we want to live then

16. The text begins by answering those questions, but not the way we expect

a. 65:17

b. The word “create” is used only of God

c. The same God who created in Genesis 1:1 will create again

d. Genesis 1:1 – God created the heavens and the earth.  Now in the new beginning, God will create a new heaven and new earth

17. The words of this text are picked up in the New Testament

a. 2 Peter 3:12-13

b. Peter is speaking about the end of time

c. The world as we know it will be destroyed

d. Out of the ashes, God will create a new heaven and a new earth

e. Revelation 21:1

f. John is given a vision of the future

g. He sees that the current heaven and earth had been removed

h. In its place is a new heaven and earth

i. John is speaking of the end of time

18. Isaiah certainly knew of what God would do at the end of time

a. Isaiah 25:6-8 – he describes the end of death

b. He describes the end of all tears

19. But the question is what is he talking about in Isaiah 65?

a. God will create a new heaven and earth

b. God will remove all crying

c. No more will babies die

d. No more will children face disease

20. Most people who study Isaiah seriously don’t think Isaiah is talking about heaven

a. Certainly he believed in heaven

b. Certainly Peter and John used his words to describe heaven

c. But they want to argue that Isaiah is talking about something else

21. Some of his language sounds “this worldly”

a. Verse 18 – “Be glad now”

b. Verse 21 – “They will build houses, plant vineyards”

c. Verse 25 – The wolf and lamb, lion and ox all coexist

22. The Old Testament repeatedly describes the world as it might be

a. Deuteronomy spells out the way of life that seeks incredibly high standards

b. Psalms talks about being with the shepherd, “ I shall not want, having green pastures

c. Each of the prophets imagines a wonderful society of satisfaction

d. Isaiah 65 certainly fits that pattern

23.
Maybe Isaiah is not so much describing Heaven as he is describing what God 


wants for us

a. That in a world that has been a disappointment to him

b. He wants us to know that a much better world is possible

c. That in a world that is filled with sorrow, pain and death

d. He wants us to know that it doesn’t have to be as bad as it is

24 I don’t completely understand that, “IT’S EASIER TO SAY”

a. This is all about heaven

b. That is about the 2nd coming

c. This is about post judgement day

25 But if Isaiah is describing what God wants for us

a. Then some things do start coming together

b. If this is God’s heart, then implications are clear

26 People who ask questions, “Why do babies dies” often give the answer

a. They say, “God either doesn’t care, or doesn’t have the power to stop it

b. It is an either / or question, a true / false question……2 choices

27 That makes sense to me

a. If God cared, he would stop babies from dying

b. If God was powerful, he could stop babies from dying

28 The next step, I don’t like

a. Babies continue to die, so God either doesn’t care or is powerless

b. That means that God is weak and bad

29 Isaiah 65 gives a 3rd option

a. There is a place and time when babies didn’t die

b. That means God does care

c. He cares so much that he says, NO more

30 NO MORE

a. Crying, tears, sorrow, weeping, distress

b. Dying babies, deformed children, weeping mothers

c. Grieved fathers, distraught grandparents, hurting children

31 Not only does God care, but he has power to create a new heaven and earth

a. He can destroy what is here

b. He can create a better place

c. He is not a wimp, he is not powerless

32 This text helps

a. It moves us into another world

b. In the world we leave, there is no hope, no potential, no end to suffering

c. In the world to come, all will be different, all will be wonderful

33 Isaiah lets us live in between those 2 worlds

a. Knowing distress of the world without hope but not yet possessing the world of all hope

b. We feel pain of this world, but we possess knowledge of a world without pain.

c.
We hold a dying child in our arms, but we know of a world where that


will never have to be explained again

34 C S Lewis tells about a group of children at a beach

a. They never saw the pounding surf

b. They never noticed the sea gulls

c. They never felt the warm sun or biting wind

d. They never let the sand ooze between their toes

35 They never saw those things because they were playing with broken glass

a. People who had been on the beach before had left their trash

b. The children started playing with broken bottles

36 The world is filled with trash

a. If all we look at is trash we don’t have much hope

b. Often the trash draws out attention and we don’t see anything else

c. Isaiah is a nudge to look around and step into another world

37 David Hefelfinger at the University of Alabama School of Medicine

a. Chairs the department of Pediatrics

b. Told of caring for an 8 year old boy with an inoperable brain tumor

c. When the family learned, the parents wanted to care for him at home

d. Hefelfinger visited the house twice a day

e. One afternoon the mother was reading to him about King Arthur and his knights

f. At the pause in the reading the boy asked, “Mother what is it like to die?  Does it hurt?

38 The mother was caught off guard

a. She said she had to check something in the kitchen

b. She ran into the kitchen crying and knelt by the refrigerator

c. She prayed, “God, my little boy is about to die.  Give me an answer that will take away his fear.”

d. The kitchen had become a holy place

39 She went back to the bedroom and said, “You asked what it would be like to die?”

a. Remember when you were well, you would play outside and come in tired

b. You would eat supper, sit on the couch, watch TV and fall asleep

c. In the morning you were amazed that you woke up in your bed with your pajamas on

d. What you didn’t know was while you slept, your strong father carried you and put you to bed

40 That is what dying is like

a. You go to sleep in one room of God’s house, you awake in another

b. You go to sleep downstairs, you wake up upstairs

c. The answer satisfied the little boy

41 There is a door into the world Isaiah describes

a. There is a place where no children ever die

b. It exists right now

c. There is a place where children never gets sick

d. There is a place where nobody cries, nobody is sorry

42 In a sense, we are downstairs, that place is upstairs

a. The most important thing is that we know it’s there

b. Otherwise we have no hope

c. Otherwise we have no answer at all

d. Some day we all get to go through that door

