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Main Text:  “When the Son of man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  Before him will be gathered all the nations and hw will separate them one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep form the goats, and he will place the sheep at his right-hand, but the goats at the left.  The King will say to those at his right hand, ‘Come, O blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.  Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lore when did we see thee hungry and feed thee, or thirsty and give thee drink?  And when did we see thee a stranger and welcome thee, or naked and clothe thee?  And when did we see thee sick or in prison and visit thee?  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren you did it to me.  Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart form me, you cursed, into the eternal fires prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hunger and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.  Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we see thee hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to thee?  Then he will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it not to one of the least of these, you did it not to me.  And they will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteousness into eternal life.”
Matthew 25:31-46

1. The rock band “Stained” is not known for its Christian perspective

a. The song, “Fade” has these words

b. “I just need someone to talk to, you were just too busy with yourself, you were never there for me to express how I fell, K just stuffed it down, now I’m older and I feel like I could let some of this anger fade, but it seems the surface I am scratching is the bed that I have made.”

2. These are striking words for the youth of our nation

a. There is a deep desire for intimacy

b. A need for healing with parents

c. A craving for community

3. Jesus often touched on the same issues

a. Listen to what Jesus says about community in Matthew

b. Listen for the word, “brother”

4. Matthew 12:48-49

a. Jesus was talking to the crowd when his biological mother and brother arrive

b. The word comes to Jesus: “Your family wants to talk with you.”

c. Jesus says, “Who is my mother, who are my brothers?

d. He points to his disciples, people like Peter James and John

e. He says, “Here is my mother and brother.”

5. Matthew 23:8

a. Jesus is in the middle of teaching

b. He talks about how some teachers are oppressive

c. They didn’t practice what they preached

d. He says that you are not to be called rabbi or teacher, for you have one master

e. You are all brothers

6. Matthew 28:10

a. Jesus was resurrected from the dead

b. He appears to a group of women

c. Jesus has errands for them to run

d. He says, “Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee, I’ll meet them there.”

7. Perhaps the most striking case is found in Matthew 25

a. Jesus comes in his glory surrounded by angels

b. He sits on his glorious throne

c. All nations are gathered in front of him

d. He divides all humanity into the saved and the lost

8. As the story goes we learn about his criteria

a. The saved are those who served Jesus when he was hungry, thirsty, a stranger, naked, sick in jail

b. The lost are those who did not serve Jesus in those situations

c. Both groups protest saying, “we don’t’ remember serving you.”

9. Jesus explains in a critical line in verse 40

a. Jesus uses the word “brother” again 

b. The hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked sick and in jail were the brother of Jesus

c. When you give food to hungry people, you are feeding Jesus

d. When you offer water to thirsty people, you are satisfying Jesus sister

e. When you take strangers into your house, you are sheltering Jesus mother

10. There are several issues going on at this judgment scene

a. There are issues about the end of time, about the poor and about salvation

b. But the word, “brother” tells us this is also about community

c. This is about how we treat each other

11. Community is defined as a place where

a. Life’s hurt get healed

b. People are involved in each other’s lives

c. The strong care for the weak

d. One person meets another person at the point of hurt

e. Loving and serving each other is the central thing

f. It’s a God story

12. Many of you will remember Lillie Brooks

a. She was a Highland member who died 7 years ago in May 1997.  I didn’t know her well

b. But she always had this encouraging smile

c. She always had something positive to say

d. I almost thought of her as a kind of mother

e. I always felt a little bit like her son

13. Shortly before she died she called Gordon Stalcup to her bedside

a. She wanted him to thank Highland for all their love and support through the years

b. She found community here

14. What was Lillke Brooks saying?

a. I was hungry, you fed me; I was thirsty, you gave me drink

b. I was sick, you came to visit me, I was in prison and you came to visit me

c. It is a God story

15. It is always a moving experience when somebody comes forward for prayer

a. A person walks down the aisle with paper in hand

b. Almost before they get to the preacher, others are moving out of their seats

c. They gather round the person who comes

d. Some times people have to move out of seats to make room for their friends

e. Some times we have people sitting all over the floor

16. What’s happening?

a. I’m homeless, you gave me room in your heart

b. I’m naked; you covered me with your prayers.

c. It is a God story

17. Why does Jesus put all this stuff about community in the context of the judgment?

a. Community is important

b. The way we treat each other is central

c. This is the mark of the New Testament church

18. The true mark of the church of Christ is a place where the person who gets the most 

a. Service is the one who is in no position to serve at all

b. Visits is the one who can’t visit at all

c. Cards is the one who can’t write a card at all

d. Gifts at showers is the one who can’t give a shower to all

e. Invited most to Perkins on Sunday is the person who can’t buy at all

f. Encouragement is the one who is in no position to encourage me at all

19. The true mark of the church of Christ is it is a place

a. Where every single member is looking for somebody to serve

b. Where the least among us gets the most service

20. This means that we should be on the lookout for those people

a. The lonely teenager, the crying child

b. The left out college student, the troubled marriage

c. The shut ins, someone in grief

d. A person who doesn’t make any sense when he talks

21. Imagine a community where everybody was looking out for somebody to serve

a. You know what would happen?  We would all get loved.

b. Ream would be here until midnight trying to lock the doors

c. Adult Sunday schools would be filled to the brim

d. The word on the street would be, “an amazing community is there were the weakest is the strongest

22. A friend of mine preaches for the church of Christ in Nashville

a. He tells about a couple of years ago when his father came down with cancer

b. 3 ½ weeks later he died

c. A Sunday or so later he was tired, worn out, and spiritually dry

d. The church was singing the last song before he was to preach

e. He had a lesson, but suddenly realized that he couldn’t preach it

f. He said, “I didn’t have a thing to say.  I would be false for me to go through these notes because I am dry and barren and I didn’t have anything to give

g. He said down.  The church sang some songs.  They dismissed early

h. He didn’t have the heart to greet people

i. He slipped out the back door humiliated and embarrassed

j. He figured he would be fired or forced to resign

23. He said that it became a defining day for that church

a. The outpouring of love and affirmation was overwhelming

b. Others started confessing their troubles

c. Healing was sought and received

24. It’s okay to

a. Be hurt and need help

b. Miss work tomorrow because you have to deal with your spiritual brother

c. Have the adult Sunday school set aside the lesson and spend an hour in prayer for a troubled member

d. Skip eating out so you can help a family in an accident

e. Put your arms around a person you hardly know

f. Cry at Sunday morning services

25. In May write to an urban minister or a world missionary

a. Write a letter without expecting a response

b. Gave at the special contribution without expecting to know the names of people won to Christ by your funds

c. Promise to be a prayer warrior, then keep the promises

d. It is a God story

26. The Men’s group got a letter from Glen Elion

a. Glen was just out of prison with no money

b. He was losing weight and he used a nail to punch a hole in his belt to keep his pants up

c. He was unloading trucks at a grocery store

27. Highland Street Church of Christ men took him some money

a. Glen took two homeless men to the Dunkin donuts

b. He used the rest of the money to go to a job interview

c. He got the job and is doing well

28. That’s a God story

a. God’s people serving a man who can’t serve them

b. Feeding the hungry and providing drink for the thirsty

29. 4 weeks ago I reminded you of Youbin Zheng

a. One year ago he and his wife lost their daughter, Snow, to rare cancer

b. What I didn’t tell you was that Youbin had a friend in Chins named Yang

c. Yang’s 4 year old son has leukemia

d. The doctors in China didn’t have a way to treat the disease

e. Highland members started praying

f. In February the boy arrived at St. Jude for chemotherapy

30. Youbin said, “Yang’s family has no idea about the side effects of chemotherapy

a. What Youbin watched his own daughter go through, they will now see in their son

b. Youbin said this, “They do not know about side effects, it will shock them.”

c. But when it happens I will be there to help them

31. That’s a God story

a. Opening a heart to a stranger, visiting the sick

b. God’s people serving a family who cannot serve them

