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Main Text: “But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For as by a man came death, but a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.   For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  But each in his own order:  Christ the first fruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.  Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.  For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  For God has put all things in subjection under his feet. But when it says all things are put in subjection under him, it is plain that he is excepted who put all things under him.”  









I Corinthians 15:20-27

1.
Bruce Larson’s book, Living Beyond Our Fears
a. Tells the story of a judge in Yugoslavia who had an accident

b. He was standing in the bath tub and reached up to turn on the light

c. His wife found him on the floor not breathing

d. The officer pronounced him dead and put him in a room under a crypt

2.
In the middle of the night, the judge who was only unconscious came to 

a. He got up and alerted the guard that he was not dead.  The guard fled into the night

b. The judge called his wife and said, “Darling, its me.”  She screamed and fainted

c. The judge then went to the house of a friend.  The friend wouldn’t open the door.  He thought he had seen a ghost

d. He tried another house and they slammed the door

e. Finally he called a friend in a distant city who had not heard of his death

f. The friend heard the story and interceded with family and friends

g. After a long night the judge finally went home

1. The Resurrection is hard to accept

a. People around the judge are not willing to accept that a dead man is alive

b. Early Christians went to Athens talking about the Resurrection

c. Acts 17:  says, “When they heard about the resurrection, some of them sneered

2. John Dominic Crossan conducts a Jesus seminar

a. It has 96 books.  Jesus a Revolutionary Biography

b. It tells the story of Jesus, but there is no resurrection

c. Crossan insists that Jesus body was eaten by dogs

3. The denial of the resurrection even takes place in church

a. 1 Corinthians 15: 12-19 says that some Christians at Corinth said that there is no resurrection from the dead

b. Some think they spiritualized resurrection, and didn’t believe in a bodily resurrection

c. Whatever they believed, they didn’t believe that Jesus was raised from the dead

d. This leads us to a wonderful text – 1 Corinthians 15:20-26

4. Verse 20 says that the Resurrection is real

a. The resurrection is a fact.  Jesus rose from the dead

b. Paul said that, “I saw him alive after he was dead.”

c. If you don’t believe me, I can produce 500 people who saw him alive after he was dead (1 Corinthians 15:3-9)

5. The Resurrection is first fruits

a. The resurrection of Jesus is not the entire harvest, but the first of harvest

b. The resurrection of Jesus is the first in a long line of resurrections

c. Other people had been raised from the dead in the Old Testament and the New Testament

d. But Jesus was the first one to defeat death.  Jesus never died again

e. Jesus defeated death itself

6. Rick Oster puts it this way

a. The question for those after Jesus is not whether we will be raised from death

b. The question for those after Jesus is when we will be raised from death

7. Resurrection is reality – (Will you stand)

a. Just as sure as you are standing, some day all those in Christ will stand with God

b. You stood with your own power, some day those in Christ will stand by God’s power

c. You stood because I asked you, some day by the power of Jesus Christ you will be raised to stand

d. This is certain, for sure, guaranteed, definite, firm and fast

e. All those in Christ will be resurrected

8. 1 Corinthians 15:21-22

a. Adam and Jesus stand at the head of 2 long lines

b. All who stand in Adam’s line will die

c. All who stand in Jesus line will be made alive

9. Excavations at Beit She’arim in Southwest Galilee

a. Uncovered a cemetery for talmudic rabbis

b. Catacomb 20 dates to the 3-4th century AD

c. There are inscriptions on both sides of the door

d. On the left it says, Be comforted Holy Fathers, No one lives forever

e. On the right side it says, Good Luck on your resurrection

10. There are two lines of people

a. Behind Adam, no one lives forever

b. Behind Jesus, the resurrection is certain

11. Philip Yancy’s book, Jesus I Never Knew
a. Tells of a woman he knows whose grandmother is buried in rural Louisiana

b. The grave is under a 150 year oak tree in an Episcopal church cemetery

c. The woman wanted only one word on her cemetery:  Waiting

d. Not whether we’ll be raised, but when we will be raised

12. 1 Corinthians 15;23-24 – There are 3 stages a Christians will go through

a. # 1 – Christ will be raised.  That’s done.  It is in our past

b. # 2 – Christ will return and all believers will be raised.  That’s in our future

c. # 3 – The end comes when Christ destroys all God’s enemies and gives the kingdom back to God

13. The resurrection of Christ is associated with power

a. Jesus is ruling all things right now

b. A striking thing that Jesus said after his resurrection is found in Matthew 28:19-20 – “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.”

14. There is a striking grave in Hanover, Germany

a. There are large pieces of granite and marble cemented together on top

b. There are heavy iron bands that anchor the whole unit to the ground

c. The grave belongs to a woman who did not believe in the resurrection

d. The inscription says, “This burial place is purchased to all eternity, it must never be opened.”

e. She tried in this life to prevent resurrection in the next

f. People who have visited her grave tell a surprising story

g. Apparently when the tomb was sealed a birch tree seed was caught inside

h. Over the years it germinated and grew.  It pushed the granite and marble and broke the iron bands

i. Today the stone instead of guarding the tomb, leans against the trunk of that birch tree

15. 1 Corinthians 15:25-26

a. Death is our enemy

b. The last enemy of ours and God’s to be destroyed

c. There are two stories about death that I tell repeatedly

d. One just cannot tell them

16. Matthew Honeyman was 11 years old and played baseball in Ft. Smith, Arkansas

a. His stomach started to ache and swell.  He was told by a doctor to, “see me the morning.”  Then he went to the emergency room, then to Memphis

b. Later he was admitted to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.  The tumor was discovered and it doubled in size every 4 hours.  The doctor said that in another 30 minutes he would be dead

c. Matthew Honeyman knew nobody in Memphis, but they knew somebody in Tulsa, who knew somebody in Oklahoma City, who knew me

d. Matthew Honeyman was at St. Jude for 6 months.  He was adopted by our congregation

e. People loaned cars, prepared meals, did laundry and was at the bedside

17. In Mid Summer all looked dim

a. Dr. Pul met with Matthew and his family.  They didn’t think they could stop the cancer

b. Matthew Honeyman’s reaction was amazing.  He said, “That’s okay I will get to live with God forever.”

c. That hope echoed through our church.  The boy with cancer

d. We prayed and prayed and Matthew started getting better

e. I remember one afternoon he came to our house and played on a jungle gym with our sons

f. Then in September the doctors started losing the battle and gave up

g. But despite the doctors giving up, Matthew Honeyman never gave up

18. I remember the last time I saw him

a. The doctors released him from the hospital to go home to be with his family for the last days

b. A large group went from the airport to see them off

c. Matthew Honeyman was so weak that his father had to carry him

d. I will never forget as they walked across the tarmack to the prop plane headed to Ft. Smith

e. We were in side the terminal watching

f. As they got to the door of the plane, Matthew Honeyman said something to his dad

g. They stopped at the top of the stairs and turned to face the window

h. Matthew looked at us, a boy dying of cancer, 11 years old

i. A child that became a symbol of hope to our church, going home to die

j. From the door of the plane, he looked up at us and gave a thumbs up

19. Snow Zhang was born in Qingyin, China

a. Her father Youbin is a expert in research for rare forms of childhood cancer

b. He moved his family to Memphis so he could work at St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

c. After arriving his daughter of 12 years old, Snow, contracted a very rare form of cancer

d. Through the entire struggle, Youbin and his family came to the international class at Highland Street Church of Christ.

e. All three members of his family became Christians

20. Snow died on March 27, 2003 at the age of 14

a. At the end of her life, she asked that the International Bible call sing some of her favorite Christian songs

b. The class had recorded these for her and she played them often

c. Just before she died, she asked her father about heaven

d. Snow and Matthew both are there waiting for the resurrection from the dead

21. If it takes a childlike faith to believe in the resurrection

a. God fill this church will child like faith

b. Fill our hearts with the trust of a child

c. Let us believe.

d. Help our unbelief

22. Just before he died Cecil B. DeMille wrote a brief story

a. He was out in a canoe soaking up sun

b. A black beetle climbed out of the water into the boat

c. DeMille watched it for some time

d. Under the hot sun, it died

e. Then the black shell cracked all the way down

f. Something moved inside and a shapeless mass came out

g. Before his eyes the mass turned into a spectrum of colors

h. A few minutes later a gorgeous dragonfly took off into the sky

23. Demille wrote

a. It’s old body left in my canoe, out of mud came new life

b. Then it hit me:  If the creator works such wonders every day with bugs

c. Then what must be in store for the human spirit

