WILL YOU WALK IN LIGHT OR DARKNESS?

Harold Shank

January 14, 2001 (LLC)

Main Text:
“Now this I affirm and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of the minds; they are darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of heart; they have become callous and have given themselves up to licentiousness, greedy to practice every kind of uncleanness.  You did not  so learn Christ! – assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus.  Put off your old nature which belongs to you former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful lusts, and be renewed in the spirit of you minds, and put on the new nature, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”









Ephesians 4:17-24

1. Tim Keller is a minister in New York City

a. He told about a convert to Christianity named Joe

b. He ran a Madison Avenue advertising agency

c. Keller told them that as a Christian there was a moral code

d. There is right and wrong, light and darkness.  Christians live a certain way

e. He would have to run a business as a Christian

2. Joe told his employees that he became a Christian

a. He was changing his business to run it on Christian principles

b. On Madison Avenue that was potentially suicidal

c. No lying to clients and the public

d. No shirking responsibility

3. To Joe’s delight the business prospered

a. The clients like the honesty

b. One client who was going to sue

c. Changed his mind when Joe confessed wrong

d. He gave Joe two new accounts

e. Revenues passed $1,000,000

f. Joe started bringing employees to church

4. Then Joe met a married woman

a. The two moved in together

b. The preacher confronted Joe

c. He said, “Your actions violate the Christian standard”

d. Joe said, “I know what I am doing is wrong,”

e. “But it is more important to be happy than right.”

5. Joe’s story raises an important Question

a. Why do we uphold Christian morality?

b. Why are some parts of Christian morality easier than others?

c. Why was Joe willing to risk his business to be honest as a Christian?

d. But no willing to break off adultery to be pure as a Christian?

6. We live in a time that rejects rules

a. Don’t tell me how to live

b. You can’t legislate morality

c. Don’t force your morality down my throat

7. Behind those objections is one issue.. WHY DO WE

a. Choose to live for God?

b. Decide to walk in the light?

c. Be like Jesus?

8. The Christian moral code is well known

a. Ephesians 4 and 5 lists 30 acts that are inconsistent with Christian thinking

b. Don’t lie, take, evil talk, bitterness, anger

c. Don’t lust, commit adultery, get drunk

d. The list is well known, but why?  ….. Look at Ephesians 4

9. Ephesians 4:17-24 has 2 parts

a. Verses 17-19 says, “Don’t live like the world”

b. Verses 21-24 says, “Do live like a Christian”

c. It spells out two differences 

10. # 1 – There should be a difference between Christians and the World

a. It compares it to light and darkness

b. You should be able to tell is one is a Christian by his/ her LIFE

c. It is an old idea found in Leviticus 18:1-5

11. # 2 – There should be a difference between the way Christians are now and the way they used to be

a. Put off (certain things) and put on (certain things)

b. Verse 22 – Put off the old nature and former manner of life that was corrupt

c. Verse 24 – Put on the new nature.  Be like God

d. It is baptism language, the old person dies and the new person is raised

12. But why?

a. Why is there a difference between the world and a Christian?

b. Why is there a difference between the past and present Christian?

c. Two reasons are stated positively and negatively

13. # 1 – Choosing Wrong darkens our understanding

a. Choosing right enlightens the minds.  See Ephesians 4:17b-18

b. Two phrases highlight this point: futility of the mind, and darkened understanding

c. What does that mean?

14. Futility of their minds

a. Emptiness, folly, pointlessness

b. Losing touch with reality

c. Going along with life and the crowd without thinking

15. Darkened in understanding

a. The light goes out in our head

b. We are no longer capable of understanding truth

c. We can’t think straight.  We no longer feel pain

16. Contrast between believing and unbelieving is striking

a. Verse 17 – Those who choose wrong are futile in mind

b. Verse 23 – Those who chose Christ are renewed in the spirit of their minds

c. Verse 17 – Those following wrong are darkened in understanding

d. Ephesians 1:17-18 – Those who followed Christ have their hearts enlightened

17. A man wrote to the IRS

a. He said that enclosed is a check for $150

b. I cheated on my taxes last year and I haven’t been able to sleep since

c. If I still have trouble sleeping, I’ll send the rest

d. Doing wrong causes more than insomnia

18. Wrong Moral Choices make you thirsty

a. If you drink salt water when you are thirsty

b. It makes you thirstier

c. The more salt water you drink, the more you are thirsty

d. If you drink enough salt water you will die

19. Wrong Moral Choices leads to futility

a. You are out of touch with reality

b. You are out of touch with rationalization

c. You have a thirst that can’t be quenched

20. Dan Dobbins writes in the magazine Wineskins

a. He tells of his life of sin

b. Adultery and fornication were a regular part of his life

c. He said that he did not love these women or understand them

d. One night I met a woman who had HIV virus

e. He said to himself, “So what?  I want to die.”

f. He started this adulterous affair

g. A few months later the blood bank sent him a letter with the inevitable

h. He crumpled it into a ball and threw it in the garbage can

i. Wrong Moral Choices lead to futility of the mind

21. Charles Colson list the terrible crimes in the USA

a. He lists school shootings to random murder

b. He told of a young man who did terrible things to women

c. Why?  He did it because it was fun

d. Wrong Moral Choices leads to futility of the mind

22. Auschwitz /  Dachau were death camps in World War 2

a. People systematically were killing other humans

b. People were used for medical experiments

c. People were treated as slaves

d. How could leaders and the average person manage to do that?

e. Wrong Moral Choices leads to futility of the mind

f. If your mind is empty and your understanding is darkened, you can do anything

23. Why do people do horrible things?

a. Drive by shootings, child abuse, torture

b. Empty minds and darkened understanding

24. Doing wrong affects our mind

a. There is no way around it

b. Doing wrong affects your mind

c. Small at first, minor changes in thinking

d. But it accumulates and compounds and intensifies

25. I was watching the Packers and the Vikings

a. It was a good game until a commercial came on

b. It was about an upcoming program on FOX – TV

c. It will be about adultery, lust, sensuality, fornication and impurity

d. I didn’t go looking for it, I wasn’t expecting it

26. But it started working on my mind

a. I couldn’t get it out of my head

b. I mentioned it to a friend

c. Then I felt embarrassed and ashamed that I should do that

27. It struck me -- the power of evil on a human mind…..IT LEADS TO

a. Futility…addiction…deadened understanding

b. Darkens the rational…..begins rationalization…..alienation

28. # 2 – Choosing Wrong Distances us from Christ

a. The more we choose right, the closer we get to Christ

b. Ephesians 4:18……3 phrases highlight this point

c. Alienated from God

d. Ignorance about God

e. Hardness of heart toward God

29. Suppose our family is in a financial bind

a. Our son needs $500 for college

b. I take him aside and give him the money

c. I say that you think you should know where the money came from

d. Your mother sold her ring that her grandmother gave her

e. It had been in her family for 4 generations

f. Take the money and use it in a way that respects your mother

30. The way my son uses the money would reflect on

a. His relationship with his mother

b. How he feels about the family

c. Wasting it shows rejection of the family

d. Using it wisely shows his respect for the family

31. Jesus died on the cross to buy your life

a. If you use your life wisely you show respect to Christ

32. Danny Wuerffel was a quarterback for the University of Florida and now is a professional quarterback

a. He was selected as National Scholar of the Year

b. In the Playboy Magazine for All American Football Team

c. He was invited to a Phoenix resort for a photo shoot

d. He said, “NO”.  Association with that magazine was not what he wanted

e. It would be inconsistent with his relationship with Christ

33. A few years ago movie producers were in Winterset, Iowa

a. They were making the movie, “Bridges of Madison County”

b. It was a movie about a photographer who has an affair with a farmer’s wife

c. They decided to use the house owned by Aaron and Lola Howell

d. It would be a perfect setting for the movie.  The Howell’s said, “NO”

e. They didn’t want to be associated with the movie that praised adultery

f. They wanted to be consistent with the values of the Christian faith they held

34. Let me give my own testimony

a. Not because I am perfect or have arrived

b. But if I’m going to stand before you and urge you to do right

c. You deserve some sense of my own response

35. Sally and I have been married since 1974

a. I have never been unfaithful to her, nor she to me

b. I never committed fornication or adultery prior to our marriage

c. Neither of us used or use drugs.  We have never been drunk

36. There is one reason why we made these decisions

a. Christ – it is the way he wants us to live

b. Christ – it is the way that Jesus lived his life

c. Christ – affirms and strengthen our relationship with him

37. I hesitate about even saying those things

a. It makes me appear holier than you

b. I didn’t mean to say that at all

c. Some of the things on the list of 30 do trip me up

d. I am a sinner in need of God’s holy forgiveness

e. But I share them because it is what Christ has done in me

38. One more critical point about moral choices

a. When Christians make Wrong Moral Choices, Jesus is there with grace

b. Not that we live perfect lives

c. But we live in the shadow of one who lived a perfect life

39. Christians make proper moral decisions because of grace

a. I am good not because of my moral life, but because of Jesus’ death on a cross

b. I am saved not because I have struggl`ed up some mountain, but because Jesus has lifted me to the top

c. I am forgiven not because I have learned not to sin, but because of the blood of Jesus

