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Main Text:	“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  By his great mercy we have been born anew to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and to an inheritance which is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who by God’s power are guarded through faith of a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  In this you rejoice, though now for a little while you may have to suffer various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith more precious than gold which though perishable is tested by fire, may redound to praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  Without having seen him you love him; though you do not now see him you believe in him and rejoice with unutterable and exalted joy.  As the outcome of your faith you obtain the salvation of your souls.  1 Peter 1:3-9





Jamie Buckingham tells of a Sunday Morning service in Florida


They were passing out the Lord Supper trays


The servers came forward


One of them was a tuff looking man with tattoos on his arms


They handed him the bread and the juice trays





He looked confused


Which one do I eat first?


The man at the table said for him to eat the bread first, then the juice


He thought, “Do I do it now?”


He thought, “Why not?”


The man with the tattoos ate the bread and drank the juice


The man at the table told him, “You have just taken the body and blood of Jesus


The man started to cry


He was embarrassed. He went and sat down





After the service a woman came up


She identified herself as the wife of the man who cried


He’s so embarrassed, she said.  He has never been to church before


This past week he gave up drugs and alcohol


They told him there would be a time when he could come forward and become a Christian


When the servers came up, he thought that was the time





We can understand the man’s predicament


If you have never been to church, it must seem strange


If you have been to church all your life, you know the difference between the Lord’s Supper and the invitation





Yet the man’s experience touches a deeper cord


We may know when come forward to pass the Lord’s supper


But do we really know or really experience what the Lord’s supper is about


We know when to sing, when to be quiet


But when we sing, do we really know what’s happening





36 times in the New Testament we have some verse of line: Blessed be God


Ephesians 1:3; 2 Corinthians 1:3; 1 Peter 1:3 all use the term, 


“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ


We know the words


We can even say the words


But what’s going on with these words





These words are worship


Not that all we have to do is say them and we’ve worshipped


Words carry our worship


Words are a way in which we experience God


Words are a way that we connect with God





What prompts this line from Peter is God


Peter is caught up with who God is


Peter is caught up in what God has done


Peter is caught up in what God will do





In the next line he refers to God’s great mercy


He is saying that God is good


God is good


All around that statement he tells us about this good God





Verse 2


God chose us


God destined us


His spirit has sanctified us


His son’s blood has been sprinkled on us





Verse 3


By God we have been born again


By God we have a living hope


By God we have Jesus resurrected from death





Verse 4


By God we have an inheritance


By God we have a future which is imperishable


By God we have a future which is undefiled


By God we have a future which is unfading, a future kept in Heaven


13.	Many have noticed that the language of 1 Peter 1:1-12 is overwhelming


You can’t outline it


You can’t summarize it in one word


You can’t wrap it up in one package


It is a sweeping reflection on who God is, what God has done, and where God is taking us





When Peter thinks of all of that


He breaks out in worship


When he reflects on God


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ





Why do we often miss it?


Why do we seem as unfamiliar with that Worship


As the tattooed man was with being unfamiliar with the passing of the Lord’s Supper?


What help do we find in 1 Peter?…….We find three points





# 1 - THINK OF GOD BEFORE THINKING OF SELF


	(Put Worship Ahead of Problems)





It is striking that almost every New Testament epistle begins with worship


Each of the letters addresses problems


Peter is writing to people who are aliens, rejected in their own world


16 times in the book he talks about their suffering


But he begins with worship





There is an old story about Abraham Heschel the famous Jewish rabbi


A group of people from his congregation came to complain


They said the services did not express what they felt.  They asked him to change the service,


Heschel said it was not for the service to express what they felt


It was for them to feel what the service expressed





I Made a list of some of the things I brought to church


I came with resistance, reservations about accepting what I hear


I came critical, looking for small print, exception clause and stings attached


I came with an attitude of prove it to me


I came wanting everything to be perfect and getting upset when it is not


I came wanting people to notice me


I came imagining that I’m the only one with the right answers


I came in a mood, engaged in self pity, negative thinking


I came thinking that everybody else ought to reach out to me


I came expecting to be bored


I came thinking about what I am going to do after church


If I came to church focused on myself, I’m not likely to see God


But if I can find God


Then I see myself in an entirely new light


I find my spirit bursting out with Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ





Peter will eventually get around to the problems the readers face


He will deal with suffering


He will deal with their pain


He will deal with their marriages


He will deal with slavery


But first of all, God


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ





22.	Eugene Peterson’s book Reversed Thunder


Tells of bein
