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Main Text: “And when the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses they brought him up to Jerusalem to present (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord’) and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons.’  Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  And inspired by the Spirit he came into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of the law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, ‘Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to thy people Israel.’  And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, ‘Behold this child is ser for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is spoken against (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed.” 
Luke 2:22-35
1.
We lived in Wisconsin for 10 years


a.
The summer seemed to last about 3 weeks


b.
During one weekend the church had summer Sunday


c.
We roasted corn, cooked brats, and invited the neighborhood


d.
We had large crowds who loved the short summer and the free food


e.
When it was over there was a mess.  There was trash and forgotten clothes and things were scattered


f.
Being open to the public is messy

2.
Highland Street Church of Christ has sponsored Highland School Store for 16 years


a.
It is the time when we have the most numbers in our building and grounds


b.
Thousands pass through that day.  It is often the hottest day of a long summer


c.
Every year I am struck by the mess.  There is trash, lost items and scattered things


d.
Being open to the public is messy

3.
But there is a deeper concern here


a.
It is not just with the trash, but with threats


b.
It is not just with the disorganization, but with personal disaster

4.
We often talk about the upside of being a church, but there is a downside


a.
The New Testament talks extensively about persecution


b.
Many of the New Testament leaders became martyrs


c.
The Bible says, “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake.”

5.
Often we want just good stuff, not bad stuff


a.
We want to be open to the public, but go home to let others clean up the mess


b.
We want the joy of seeing somebody come to Christ, but we don’t want to face persecution


c.
We are willing to be open as long as nobody gets hurt

6.
But the upside / downside of the Gospel is deeply rooted in God’s plan


a.
The mess or risk is not an unfortunate after thought


b.
God knew it would be this way from the beginning


c.
So we will take a look at an often overlooked text at the birth of Jesus

7.
Luke 2:22-35 is about the dedication of baby Jesus in the temple


a.
Mary has fulfilled the purification rites of Leviticus 12


b.
Mary and Joseph dedicate their first born son according to Exodus 13


c.
While in the temple two people speak about baby Jesus: Simeon and Anna


d.
Simeon speaks about Jesus in verses 29-33 and then to the family in verses 34-35


e.
His words about Jesus are filled with allusions to the Old Testament in versses 29-35

8.
Perhaps the best way to understand Simeon’s words is to look at word pictures


a.
Light


b.
Rock


c.
Flag


d.
Sword

9.
Verse 32 calls baby Jesus a light


a.
Simeon says that Jesus is for all people, not just Jews


b.
Jesus will bring salvation to each person


c.
He makes God’s salvation open to the public


d.
Jesus is light that cannot be stopped or filtered


e.
He is for all

10.
Verse 34 says, “Jesus will cause people to fall and rise”


a.
There is an old Isaiah 8 metaphor of rock used in Romans 9 and 1 Peter 2


b.
For some Jesus would be a rock over which they would stumble and fall


c.
For others Jesus would be rock on which they built their house


d.
It tells us about the risk of following Jesus


e.
Some will find in Jesus the meaning of life


f.
Others will trip over him and fall to the ground

11.
Verse 34 says that Jesus will be a sign or a flag


a.
This is another Isaiah 8 image


b. 
God intended for Jesus to raise a flag to rally the people


c.
But in raising the flag not all people flocked to Jesus


d.
Some see his flag and run the other way and oppose him


e.
The flag would signal the start of the battle


f.
Many will rally around Jesus, but others will oppose him

12.
Verse 35 says Jesus will face a sword


a.
This is thought to be the image of his death


b.
Jesus is just weeks old, but the future is clearly announced


c.
The prince of peace will face a violent death

13.
Four word pictures tell us two things about Jesus


a.
# 1 - Jesus is open to the public


b.
# 2 - Before it is all over, it’s going to get messy

14.
In 1966 churches in Western Pennsylvania had Mission Sunday


a.
The speaker talked about Iron Curtain Countries


b.
The USA lived in fear about what the Communists might do to us


c.
One preacher was saying that we need to ignore that fear and preach to those people


d.
He later moved to that part of the world before the fall of Communism


e.
That Sunday afternoon he challenged us to come forward and commit to join him


f.
One of my heroes of faith went forward with his wife


g.
Suddenly it hit me, I should make some commitment

15.
I remember that my mother was so upset by what I did


a.
She said, “I didn’t raise you to get killed in Russia.”


b.
We were pretty much an unchurched family.  Going to a Communist country to spread the gospel seemed far fetched


c.
I never said much about it after that

16.
25 years later Randy Becton called and invited me to go to Russia


a.
The Iron Curtain was rusty but still standing


b.
In the spring of 1991 I stood in Red Square remembering my promise to God as a teenager

17.
But it got messy


a.
We were talking to a teenager boy in Moscow about the Gospel and some soldiers ruffed him up


b.
In Kiev the school principal told us we couldn’t come back to his school


c.
The president of a hospital in Bela Thersvaka cancelled our medical conference after all of our doctors were already there


d.
The bus inspectors pushed us around one day while riding to Bela Servka

18.
Simeon knew what was in the future


a.
Jesus is the light to all nations


b.
But it would get messy and risky


c.
Steve Cloer comes to reflect on these two points

