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Main Text:
"For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God's grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made knows to me by revelation, as I have written briefly.  When you read this you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; that is , how the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel.  Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace which was given me by the working of his power.  To me, thought I am the very least of al the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make all men see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God who created all things; that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the principalities and powers in the heavenly places.   This was according to the eternal purpose which he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and confidence of access through our faith in him.  So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering fo you, which is your glory."










Ephesians 3:1-13

1. In 1998 Sally Shank and I decided to redecorate our family room

a. The furniture was 22 years old and worn out

b. Her father had given us 2 chairs and we wanted to use them

c. As part of the redecoration we decided to buy a large rug

d. We had never bought such a rug before

e. We worked up our budget and planned to spend about $200-$300 for a rug

f. We absolutely would not spend more than $300

2. Sally did some shopping at our area stores

a. She found out that rugs were $400 and up

b. Nice rugs were $700, even $1,700 or $2,700

c. We were shocked that the cost was so high

3. Finally we found a rug that we liked

a. The price had been $1,200, but was marked down to $900

b. We debated, agonized, measured, and even took the rug home

c. We spent so much time at that store that the sales people knew us by our first name

d. Other customers thought we worked there

e. Finally we decided that we just couldn't do it

4. But what happened was amazing

a. We found another rug that we liked for $500

b. We snatched it up like it was a bargain

c. Then it hit me

d. We were a couple that would not, or could not spend more than $300

e. Were overjoyed to find a rug for $500

5. The story reminds us of a great truth

a. The price we are willing to pay depends on the context

b. A person who eats at a fast food restaurant to save money

c. Doesn't mind spending $30 if it is his/her anniversary

d. A family that never buys a book during the year

e. Doesn't mind spending $300 for books when their child goes to college

f. People who never give to the American Cancer Society

g. Suddenly become generous to the American Cancer Society when their mother develops a tumor

h. The price we are willing to pay depends on the context

i. Look at how this works in Ephesians

6. One of the favorite lines in Ephesians is "For This Reason"

a. See Ephesians 1:15-16

b. What is the reason?

c. It refers to all things God did in verses 1-14 that brought the Ephesians to faith

d. Blessings, adoption, redemption, forgiveness, purposing from the beginning

e. Because of what God did in bringing the Ephesians to Faith

f. Paul says, "I do not cease to pray for them"

7. Look at the big picture

a. Paul was a first century intellect, who had the equivalent of a Ph.D.

b. He came from the academic world and was a skilled orator and writer

c. He came from Tarsus, which is 450 miles from Ephesus

d. Yet here he tells them that he prays for them every day

8. Why was this man praying for these people every day?

a. The price he was willing to pay depends on the context

b. Paul had seen God change these people

c. Paul had seen God work in this city

d. Paul had seen what prayer would do

e. Because of what God could do, Paul was willing to pray

f. The price he was willing to pay depends on the context

9. Ken Elzinga is a Ph.D. in Economics and teaches at the University of Virginia

a. He gave a speech last fall about what it is like to be a Christian in a state university

b. He said that for the first 15 years at the University of Virginia he never prayed for a student

c. Then he asked himself what would Jesus do if he were a teacher of economics at the University of Virginia

d. Elzinga knew that Jesus would pray for his students

10. Now when students came to his office with a problem

a. He says this, "I am a follower of Jesus, when I have a problem, I pray"

b. Could I pray for you?

c. In the last 15 years no one has ever so no

d. He's prayed for Jews, Muslim, and Atheist

e. Many students come back and ask him to pray again

f. When he asked them why

g. They said, "They don't know of anybody else at the University of Virginia who will pray for them."

11. Elzinga also did another thing

a. He said most of us have a way of making ourselves unavailable to others

b. He knows of a professor at the University of Virginia that has his office hours posted:

c. The sign says: Office Hours - 8:00 - 9:00 Monday Morning

d. The sign means I don’t want you to come by

e. Elzinga changed his office hours and opened his home

12. He even created his own web site

a. On his web site he has a daily scripture, a devotional thought and a prayer

b. He says that he has had atheists come to his office

c. Who have gone to his web site every day for months to worship

d. They ended up becoming believers because of a web site devoted to prayer

13. Why is Elzinga willing to do this?

a. He teaches at a state university

b. He teaches economics, not theology

c. He is a professor, not a preacher

d. The price he is willing to pay depends on the context

14. Paul and Elzinga believe in prayer

a. Paul believed God changed the Ephesians through prayer

b. Elzinga sees God changing students through prayer

15. This raises questions for each of us

a. We have a special contribution for missions on April 1 and Friend Day on April 8

b. Have you prayed?  Have you prayed about what you should give?

c. Have you prayed for lost people?  Have you prayed for a person you want to invite?

16. Praying takes time, energy, silence and concentration

a. Praying in expensive

b. The price we are willing to pay depends on the context

17. You might say that it is too late to pray for the Special Contribution or Friend Day

a. It is never too late to pray

b. Why not take a vacation day this week and spend it in prayer

c. Why not get up one hour early, just one day this week and give that hour to prayer

d. When someone comes to you with a problem this week, why not say

e. I am a Christian and when I have a problem I pray, would you like me to pray

f. The price we are willing depends on the context

18. "For this reason" shows up again in Chapter 3:1

a. It ends up a confusing text

b. The reason is found in 2:11-22

c. There we find results from evangelism

d. Because of the power of the cross of Christ, Jews have come to know Jesus

e. Because of the cross, Gentiles also come to know Jesus

f. The celebration is a great revival

g. All of chapter 2 is about people in darkness coming to light

h. For that reason Paul now makes his point

19. Except he doesn't make it in 3:1

a. Apparently his reference is to being in prison

b. It reminds him of his own ministry of evangelism

c. Chapter 3:1-13 is where he rehearses his own calling

20. We get "For this reason" again in Chapter 3:14

a. Paul prays again

b. Ephesians is a manual on prayer

c. This time he prays for them to grow closer to God

d. Chapter 2 tells about how they have been brought out of the world into Christ

e. Chapter 3:14 and following tells how they can be molded into God's people

21. Then he calls them to ministry in Chapter 4:1

a. "Therefore" refers to Ephesians chapters 1-3

b. What God has done on our behalf

c. How the Ephesians have been moved from darkness to light

d. How they have grown to know the love of God

e. Now given that context…….go minister

f. Now given that context……..lead a life worthy of that calling

22. Paul again mentions that he is in prison

a. Why was he willing to risk prison?

b. The price he was willing to pay depends on the context

c. The context is lost people coming to know God

23. Lost Ephesians came to know the grace of Jesus Christ.  Paul is not in prison 

a. Because he prayed…….or he knew the love of God

b. Because he wrote theology…….or because he appointed elders

c. Paul was in prison for preaching the gospel

d. He was willing to do that because of context

24. The evangelistic context for us is different than for Paul

a. Christianity was illegal, weird and offensive to 1st century people

b. That's why Paul was put in prison for preaching it

c. In our day Christianity is legal, prevalent, and inoffensive

d. Our problem is lost people.  We never give it a second thought

25. Evert Huffard said this, " What every lost person needs is a Christian Friend"

a. The most powerful evangelistic tool is friendship

b. It must be genuine.  I like you.  I spend time with you.  This relationship will not end friendship

26. Our society is so impersonal that many people are alone and isolated

a. You can work around 1,000 people and none of them will know your problems

b. People in our city lose a loved one and nobody sends them a card

c. People in our city face repeated disappointments and nobody says a word

27. There was a Christian man at an employment agency

a. He wondered how he could be a friend to people

b. He decided that everyone he helped get a job

c. He would write a short note of congratulations

d. Several of them reported back that it was the only note they got

28. Then he started thinking, "What would Jesus do?"

a. He thought about all the people who failed interviews

b. The people who were on welfare because they couldn't get a job

c. He started writing them a note of encouragement

29. Being a friend with an non-Christian is a huge investment

a. It takes time away from church friends and family

b. It means learning to do new things

c. It means searching your motives to make sure they are true and pure

d. Why would we want to be friends with lost people?

e. The price we are willing to pay depends on the context

30. Think about all the people in history who have paid the price

a. Ananias in Acts 9 who paid the price to baptize Saul who became Paul

b. Paul who went to prison to the Ephesians could hear the Gospel

c. Mildred Stutzman who spent time and money on me when I was 13

d. A person in your life who came along side you

e. What price are we willing to pay?

31. Evert Huffard tells of meeting a man at Fuller Theological Seminary from North India

a. He told how his small village had sent out 600 missionaries

b. Evert said, "How?"  These are poor people

c. He explained that at every meal, they put a normal amount of rice in a pan

d. Then they would take one handful out and put it in a bag

e. On weekends the village teenagers picked up the bags and sold the rice

f. The money was used to support the 600 missionaries

32. It is a striking thought

a. There are 675 family units at Highland Street Church of Christ

b. The average meal costs a family of 4 is about $10 or about $40 a day

c. If you put 10% of this money aside, which is equivalent to a handful of rice, this equals about $4 per day per family unit, or $2,700 per day for the entire church

d. At year end it would then equal almost $1,000,000

e. The price we are willing to pay depends on the context

33. David Ralston kept up with a Ukrainian woman named Tanya

a. She was in Memphis doing an MBA, and a graduate of ICU

b. She became a Christian in Kiev because of Highland Street Church of Christ's ministry

c. On December 3, 2000 at David LaVelle's house about 50 people gathered to talk about Ukraine

d. She told how important it had been for her life

e. She was nervous and tentative and she selected the words carefully

f. Then she told  of how her mother became a Christian

g. She related being home last May

h. She was talking with her father, who was still an atheist

i. Then she said that she had just gotten a letter

j. Her father was on the verge of coming to Christ

k. She began to cry.  David Ralston came alongside, like a father to her

34. The next day I got an email from a Highland Street member'

a. He said that he enjoyed the evening and thought it was special

b. What touched him the most were her tears

c. He said it reminds him of what we are all about

35. A month later David Ralston was in Ukraine setting up a missionary

a. He met Tanya's father and finished a Bible study

b. David baptized him into Christ

c. Why did David do this?

d. The price he was willing to pay depends on the context

36. See also the following verses in Ephesians

a. Ephesians 1:4

b. Ephesians 1:15-16

c. Ephesians 3:14

d. Ephesians 4:1

