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Main Text: “So as to live for the rest of the time in the flesh no longer by human passions but by the will of God.  Let the time that is past suffice for doing what the Gentiles like to do, living in licentiousness, passions, drunkenness, revels, carousing, and lawless idolatry.  They are surprised that you do not now join them in the same wild profligacy, and they abuse you.”





The courtroom is familiar territory


O.J. Simpson’s trial attracted wide attention


We just witnessed impeachment trials of the president (US)


The trial of tobacco company last year resulted in windfall from suffering by smoking


John Grisham has made himself famous and made a lot of money writing novels about the courtroom





The Bible is filled with courtroom scenes


Joseph judges his brothers in Egypt


Moses held court before the people in Exodus 18


One book is called Judges and has 18 judges who ruled Israel


Solomon judged between two women who claimed one baby


Paul faces 4 trials in the book of Acts (before the Sanhedrin, Felix, Festus and Agrippa


Paul puts Peter on trial for not eating with Gentiles in Galatians 2





The most famous trial is the Judgment Day


At the end of time all people will be gathered before God


Books will be opened


All of us will be judged by what is written in the books


The is reference to that trial in 1 Peter 4





Two major issues in this text


The first is easy to identify with


The second is extremely difficult to identify with





# 1 - Verses 2-4


Peter uses 7 words to describe the sins of human passion


The words are hard to understand


But the sins described were common during the time of Peter


They are also common today


Let me give you an illustration of what Peter is saying








Three girls are talking after school


First girl tells about sleeping with her boyfriend the night before


She is all excited about it


The second girl tells about what she and her boyfriend did over the weekend


She is all excited about it


The third girl never slept with a boy


The first two girls made fun of her


They said, “You don’t know what you are missing





Three men went on a business trip


They made a successful presentation to a potential client


First man said, “Let’s go to Golden Girls and have a little fun.”


Second man agrees and starts looking up the address


Third man says, “I think I will stay in tonight.”


The first and second men make fun of him


They say, “ You don’t know what you are missing.”





Three college students are in a dorm room


They had just finished a hard test


The first one said, “I have got some Bud light, let’s get high.”


The second one recalls the drunken orgy the last weekend


The third one makes some excuse about going to the library


The first and second student start in on the third.  They say, “Why don’t you ever celebrate with us?”


“You don’t know what you are missing.”





A young couple are out on a date


The boy starts kissing and rubbing the girl


She tries to slow him down


The boy says, “If you love me, you will let me do this.”


The girl tries to explain she loves him, but doesn’t want to do this


They get into an argument


“You don’t know what you are missing.”





Two men in an office


One comes by the other’s cubical with a piece of paper


It says www.livegirls.com


He says, “Go to the web site right now.”


For the next hour they have this wild show


You want believe the pictures


The second man tries to explain he has got other things to do


The first man said, “You don’t know what you are missing.”











We all know about those tensions


We have something inside us that tells us not to do certain things


Yet we often find ourselves doing those things


This text tells us about that tension


These sorts of activities are common to us and to people in the ancient world


The second issue is one we are unfamiliar with





Second - Chapter 4:5-6


He mentions God judging the living and the dead


Then in verse 6 he goes into the business about preaching to the dead


That doesn’t immediately make sense to us





Christians in that time period are being persecuted


Suffering is mentioned in 1 Peter 16 times


Not cancer or floods


The government and neighbors were inflicting pain because the people were Christians


I will give an illustration of what it may have been like





Sunday morning at church in Cappadocia (one place 1 Peter is written to)


Think about 2 people at Highland Street 


These 2 people are there every Sunday


They used to sit by another couple


They sat right in these chairs (which are now empty)


But they are not here today


Because they were both killed in the last anti-Christian riot


They are gone





We have trouble identifying with that


Nobody at Highland Street has lost a mate due to Christian persecution


There are no empty pews due to a couple being killed in a anti-Christian riot





But it does happen in our world


Each fall there is a national day of prayer for persecuted Christians


It is estimated that 1,000 Christians around the world are suffering for their faith


There are Christians in prison being starved and tortured





Now comes the crucial Question


Why?


Why should I give up premarital sex, Golden girls, Bud light?


Why should I quit sleeping around and viewing pornography on the Internet


That is a question we can identify with





People in the first century and in other parts of the world today have additional 


	questions


Why should I give up safety for persecution?


Why should I give up my life, my friends for Christ?


Peter gives us 2 reasons





Reason # 1 - 1 Peter 4:2 - Do the will of God


People who are not Christians often don’t understand the Christian moral 


	system


They think why can’t I have sex with a person who wants to have sex with 


	me?


There are deeper answers to those questions than I can get into today


But the bottom line is  “We want to follow Jesus”


Christians want to do the will of God





What happens if I do the will of God?


1:3-5


4:14


5:6


5:10





Why should I give up?


Premarital sex, Golden girls, Bud light


Sleeping around, Internet Pornography


Because it is not the will of God


Not what God wants people to do





It does not lead me to


Mercy of God


Inheritance which is undefiled, unfading, imperishable


To having the Spirit of glory and God resting on you


Humility that lets God exalt us


Called to eternal glory


Being restored, established, strengthened by Almighty God





Why?


Why should I give up, premarital sex, Golden girls, Bud light?


Why should I quit sleeping around and Internet pornography?


Number 1……Because it is the will of God


You might say, “So what.  Why do I want to do the will of God?





Reason # 2 – 1 Peter 4:5 – Because there will be a judgment day


Those who have premarital sex, golden girls and bud light


Those who sleep around and do Internet pornography


They will have to give account for what they have done





Many homes in America are lax on discipline


We have all seen a child act up


The parents say, “If you do that again, you will get spanked.”


The child does it again and again and there is no spanking


A teen comes in after curfew


The parents say, “If you do that again, you will get grounded.”


The teen comes in late the next night, and the next night and no curfew





The criminal justice system in America is often lax on discipline


The law says if you break certain driving laws, you lose your license


On February 16, the Commerical Appeal pointed out that 91,000 drivers in Memphis have lost their license, but are still driving


Nearly every day we hear about somebody who broke the law


They are arrested, tried, convicted and freed





We have this idea that God is going to cancel Judgment Day


That the end of time will come


God will gather us together


He will say, “I’ve changed my mind.”


There will be no judgment day.  Everybody can come on into heaven


There is no basis at all in the scriptures to think that





The next time you think about going with the passions of the flesh


The next time you think about premarital sex, Golden girls, Bud light


Sleeping around, Internet pornography


Think about this verse…….4:5





We have different reactions to all this


Fear of God who want to send us to hell


Despair because we don’t think we can ever overcome passion


Anger that God is so strict


Disbelief in a God who would do such a thing


There is one more verse that you must hear





1 Peter 3:18


Jesus died for all sins


He died for premarital sex, Golden girls, Bud light


For sleeping around, Internet pornography


Because Jesus did for all sins


He brings you to God














Judgment Day comes


At the end of time all people will be gathered before God


The books will be opened


All of us will be judged by what is written in the books





But those who do know Jesus will experience something special


The books will be opened, the sins will be read


Then Jesus will come and stand by our side


He will look up to God and say


“Father this is one of mine.”


I died for all his sins


At the cross I took away her wrong


She is clean, free, innocent





Florello LaGuardia is a New York City judge


A man stood before him one day


He was guilty of a crime


The judge fined him and then stepped out from behind the bench


He paid the fine


How do we become a Christian?





First – Must believe in Jesus


Accept him in your heart


Believe him, trust him


Many get fuzzy feelings





Second – Must decide to follow him


Make a decision to do the will of
