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Main Text:	“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.  They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.  Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.  For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.  They knew with certainty that I came from you , and they believed that you sent me.  I pray for them.  I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours.  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.  And glory has come to me through them.  I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.  While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me.  None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.”  


- John 17:6-12





In 1904 a Father handed his 5 year old son Al a letter


It told Al to take this letter down to the police station


Al knew his London neighborhood well


Even though he was only 5, he knew the police station


Al ran down the street with his father’s note in his hand





Al handed the note to the police chief


The officer read the note


He told Al to come with him


Before he knew what was happening, the police chief put him in a cell and closed the door


Before he left he said, “This is what we do to naughty boys.”


Al started to cry


The next 10 minutes seemed like eternity


Finally without explanation the police chief let Al go





From that day on little Al lived in fear


He was afraid of heights


He was afraid of dark places


He was afraid of the police


He developed every phobia in the book





The little boy grew up to be Alfred Hitchcock


He became a movie director


The little boy who spent 10 minutes of terror


Spent the rest of his life trying to scare others








We feel for little Al because we have been afraid


Of heights


Of crime and violence


Of failure and the future





Al’s story reminds us that the world is not a nice place


Fathers do bad things to little boys


People fall from heights


Bad things lurk in dark places


Our tendency is to try to hide





Tass news agency told about Olga Frankevick


She fled security police in 1947 during Stalin


Hid in a house in western Ukraine until 1933


For 45 years she hid under a bed


Her sister stayed in the house the same time, never left





John 17 prayer is about the conflict we feel with the world


Jesus says in 16:33, “take heart, I have overcome the world.”


Jesus mentions the world 13 times in his prayer


Yet the prayer is not about fear, but faith


It is not about being scared, but secure


Note verses 11-12 and 15





This raises some questions


How can we be protected in an Alfred Hitchcock world?


What alternative do we have to hiding under a bed


How does God protect us?


Three (3) points emerge out of this prayer





# 1 - GOD IS CAPABLE OF PROTECTING US


Verse 11 - “Protect them by the power of your name.”


Verse 12 - “Keep them safe by the power of your name”





The New York times carried a story about McDonald’s founder Ray Krock


They asked him “What do you believe in?”


He said, “I believe in God, family and McDonald’s hamburgers


Then Ray Krock added this line


“When I go to the office, I reverse the order”


Jesus urges the opposite





Krock reminds us how we tend to live


Sunday - We put God first


Monday - God gets put down the list


Fear sets in





During World War 2 actor Jimmy Stewart commanded B24 squad


The mortality rate was high


Stewart was afraid to fly


Whenever fear would get the best of him he would pull a letter out of his pocket


The letter was from Alex (His father) who wrote when he went to England


Alex was in World War 1


The letter was a reminder that every one was scared during the war


Only God can remove the fear





Then Alex included a copy of Psalms 91


I will say of the Lord


He is my refuge and my fortress


Jimmy Stewart read the letter and the psalm


With the name of God in his heart, he would find courage





Have you ever noticed what happens when you mention God


If you raise God at an office Christmas party


If you raise God at a board meeting





I recently spoke at Memphis City School forum


It was a day against drugs, a day for teens


In my speech I decided to lay out our mission


I said, “What Memphis needs more than anything else is God.”


Education, Money, Programs are all good, but God is fundamental


I was prepared for negative reaction


Instead eyes widened


Heads nodded in agreement


People clapped





I’m convinced that the name of God is the most powerful protective device
