SEEING THE LORD UNVEILED

Harold Shank

May 5, 2002

Main Text:
“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the Lord who is the Spirit.”







2 Corinthians 3:17-18

1. When I was a junior in college, a spiritual revival swept campuses

a. There was great instruction in spiritual things

b. People were committing their lives to missions and to ministry

c. It reminds me of our current youth’s interest

2. There was a retreat planned that fall called “Inreach”

a. 150 students signed up, with 21 busses

b. The largest camp in Oklahoma was rented

c. They had to cut off registration

3. Stanley Shipp from St. Louis was the speaker

a. Stanley Shipp was in a large meeting room, where there was wall to wall students

b. I remember students were up in the rafters with their Bible opened

c. I hung on every word that Stanley spoke

4. Stanley talked about his experience with God

a. He got up at 5:00 AM and drove to a parking lot to pray

b. He told about prayers then and how they were answered that day

c. He told about a Bible study at his house.  They would invite one and 10 our come

d. He had to move out couch and chairs to get people in

5. I remember a strong spirit awakening in my life,  I WANTED

a. To experience God like Stanley Shipp did.  To have a prayer life like Stanley Shipp had

b. To be part of a Bible study like St. Louis.  To be able to teach like a retreat

c. I wondered how do I experience God?

6. God only made one Stanley Shipp, but he wants all to experience God

a. How do we experience God?

b. How do we see God at work in our lives?

c. Shortly after hearing Stanley Shipp, I learned about 2 Corinthians 3:16-18

7. Listen to the text of 2 Corinthians 3:16-18

a. Understanding this text is a life long journey

b. I don’t know if we ever put it down and say, “I’ve got that”

c. People say this is a difficult text, maybe so

d. I don’t think it is as difficult as it is deep

e. I’ve not been to the bottom, but together we can go deeper than any of us have gone

8.
Our goal: “How do we experience God?”
a.
The text tells us it involves 2 kinds of turning

b.
Text # 1 – 3:16: when a person turns to God, a veil is removed

c.
Text # 2 – 3:18: when the veil is removed, God turns us into his likeness

d.
Turning to God, Turning into God

9.             I. TURNING TO GOD

a.
This is a move we make

b.
It is not work, but a release

c.
It is not accomplishment, but giving up

d. It is not grabbing, but letting go

10. We live focused on ourselves

a. It all depends on me

b. Life is about me

c. I must get my own way

11. Man covered his face with a veil

a. The veil kept Israel from seeing his Father

b. Paul uses the veil to refer to what keeps us form seeing God

c. Ultimately the veil is “self delusion and pride”

12. We have a veil over us

a. When we have this veil on we can’t see beyond the veil

b. We find ourselves in a small world dominated by us

13. I put on this veil

a. Inside that veil is the little world where Harold is king

b. King of Shank.  Harold is on the throne and in control

c. Harold makes the rules.  Harold issues pronouncements.  Harold wears the crown

d. It is a nice little world, nobody interferes, no enemies

e. It is the world according to Harold

14. The problem is that I am cut off from God.  GOD CAN’T WORK ON ME BECAUSE “A”, “B”, “C”

15. But if inside my veil, I turn to God

a. Then I immediately begin to experience God, because he lifts the veil

b. I begin to see God of God that I didn’t see before

c. Now I see the King of God, not the King of Shank

16. II.  Once we turn to God, God starts turning us into his image

a. This is a move God makes

b. He doesn’t become like us, we are made like him

c. It happens slowly, one degree to the next degree

17. Being changed into his likeness means I’m no longer the way I was

a. I am not in the powerful world of “A”, but in the powerful world of God

b. I am not in the temporal world of “B”, but in the permanent world of God

c. I am not in the ritual world of “C”, but in the free world of God

18. We go through a paradigm shift

a. I am no longer in the Kingdom of Shank where I am on the throne

b. I am now in the Kingdom of God, where Jesus is on the throne

c. The stars no longer revolve around me

d. But I revolve around God

e. I would like to give 3 examples of how God changes us into his likeness

19. # 1 – Our hearts are changed by God writing with the Holy Spirit

a. 2 Corinthians 3:1-3 – “Do I need to bring a letter of recommendation?”

b. I don’t need another human to write me a letter

c. Because God has clearly written on your heart with the Holy Spirit

d. Your lives are a record.  We are talking about conversion

20. The same idea is in 1 Corinthians 2:1-5

a. When he was in Corinth he saw the Spirit work in power

b. People outside of God moved inside

c. People living in sin gave up that sin

d. The point is that every conversion is evidence of a change God brings about

21. Last summer Anthony Wood and I visited Tiny

a. Tiny is over 6 feet tall.

b. I asked Tiny, “What did you do before you became a Christian?”

c. She said, “I was a shake dancer.”

d. I didn’t know what a shake dancer was

e. Later I asked Anthony Wood.  He said it was so obvious he didn’t need to explain

22. Tiny was also promiscuous

a. She contracted AIDS

b. The infection is in her brain and makes her slow

c. When she found out she had AIDS, she gave it to others

23. Anthony Wood has known Tiny for 8 years

a.
For 7 years he invited her to church, prayed on her front porch and asked her for a Bible Study

b. For 7 years she kept them away

c. She would not turn to the LORD

d. Then in July 2000 she gave her life to the Lord in baptism

24. Then God began writing on her heart with the Holy Spirit

a. She went to people she infected with AIDS and asked forgiveness

b. The last time I went to see Tiny she was praising God

c. She has AIDS and she’s praising God

d. She was an exotic dancer and now she’s praising God

e. She infected others with this deadly disease and now she’s praising God

25. What’s going on here?

a. God is changing Tiny from one degree of God to another degree of glory

b. Tiny turned to God, God removed the veil.  God’s glory is changing her soul

26. Look around

a. People who were prostitutes, having affairs, cheaters

b. Teens who were drunkards, drug users and rebellious

c. Then they turned to the LORD, God turning them into his likeness

d. That’s not the only way we experience God

27. # 2 – Our competence changed by the life giving Spirit

a. 2 Corinthians 3:4-6, Paul talks about his own ministry

b. He says that he is not competent to do this

c. I’m not competent to start churches, to write in the New Testament, to lead people to God

d. But it is God working through me

e. God changes me.  One degree of God to another and see it in God working in my life

28. On March 2, 2002 during the Tulsa workshop, Randy Becton and  I went to Patricks at the Tulsa Mall

a. I was fired up about evangelism listening to Rick Atchley and Jeff Walling

b. Kelley seated us.  Randy said to her, “What’s the best thing that has happened to you this month?

c. She had a puzzled look on her face, she didn’t know

d. I thought to myself, this is no place to do evangelism

e. I was back in the Kingdom of Shank

29. Mary was out waitress

a. She looked like she was 15, but she was 20

b. Randy asked her, “How is your life going?

c. She said, “Not well.”  

d. What do you mean?  She said, “I have just had a baby and the father deserted us”

e. The baby is named Elijah.  Mary and Elijah live with her mother

f. Randy asked her if she had a church family that could help?  She said, No

g. He said that the church people he knew seem to care

h. Randy gave her his business card and said, “You call me any time during the day or night”

30. I thought: This is no place to do evangelism

a. I was deep in the Kingdom of Shank

b. I thought that we can’t evangelize this girl

c. I was under my veil and all I could see was the abilities Randy Becton and I had

d. We were both leaving Tulsa within hours

31. Then Cybil came by.  She was doing our drink order

a. Randy asked, “How are things going?”

b. From under my veil, I thought, Randy don’t open doors you can’t go through

c. Cybil said great.  Randy asked, “What do you want to do with your life?”

d. I want to teach Hebrew

e. I peaked up from under my veil.  Hebrew, you mean the language God speaks

f. Where do you go to church?  She said, “Garnet Road Church of Christ”

g. Do you know Mary?  Knowing the look on her face

32. At that moment I saw the grace of God

a. I thought that it depended on Randy Becton and Harold Shank

b. If Mary was going to turn to God, we would have to baptize her in a mall fountain

c. But God was simply using us

d. God had follow-up work out there we knew nothing about

33. I don’t know how that story will turn out

a. But I trust God to finish it his way

b. If Mary is turning, God will start turning her into his likeness

34. When the veil comes off, God changes us

a. We find freedom and boldness

b. We find competence and sufficiency

c. The allegiance is to him and not to me

35. # 3 – Our righteousness is changed by the work of the Spirit

a. 2 Corinthians 3:7-11 is the age or righteousness

b. It means that it doesn’t depend on how good we are, but how good God is

c. We are changed from doing good on our own

d. Into people who are made good by the blood of Jesus

e. There is a huge difference between what we can do and what God can do

36. We live in a world where we rejoice when we move something by an inch

a. The church makes its budget and we shout for joy….we’ve moved something by an inch

b. The church makes a special contribution and we congratulate ourselves…we’ve moved something by an inch

c. We paint 32 houses, we send off missionaries

d. We have 800 in service, we baptize 54 in one year

e. We rejoice in inches we move

f. But that is nothing compared to what God will do

37. When we turn to God, the veil of self dependence is removed

a. The veil of “A” is turned off.  The veil of “B” is cast aside, The veil of “C” is ripped away

b. The utilitarianism that grips our churches is GONE

c. The guilt that we constantly feel because we are not good enough is GONE

d. The veil of self centeredness is GONE

38. Suddenly the Grace of God hits our face with blinding force

a. It’s not you, it’s me

b. It’s not your inch, it’s my mile

c. It’s not your flashlight, it is my sun

d. It’s not your words, it is my voice

e. It is not your competence, it is my omnipotence

f. It is not your goodness, it is my goodness

g. It is not your guts, it is my glory

39. Turn to the Lord, let him take off the veil, LET HIM TAKE IT OFF

a. Throw it on the ground

b. Stomp it in the dirt

c. Put it in the trash

d. And let God’s glory fill your life

40. Look into the face of God

a. Stand by and watch the grace of God

b. Witness the brightness of his face

c. Look into the holiness of his person

d. See the magnificence of his presence

41. It doesn’t matter

a. Who you are…where you are…what you have done…what you didn’t do

b. How you have failed…how you have succeeded

c. The grace of God reaches you wherever you are

42. In 1989 there was the Lausanne II conference on world evangelism in Manila.  4 Thousand people attended

a. M. Y. Chan, a little Chinese man spoke

b. He had been in prison on the mainland of China for 17 years

c. He spend 4-5 years in solitary confinement

d. He told about his job in prison

e. He worked in a cesspool of human waste that was 6 feet deep

f. He said it was wonderful

g. The stench was so bad when he shoveled it, the guards would go away

h. Once they were gone, he said he would quote the Psalms aloud

i. His favorite thing was to sing hymns

j. He said, “As I shoveled the human dung my favorite thing to do was to sing, “In the Garden”

k. Then before the crowd, this little Chinese man sang his song

43. You may live in the world’s cesspool

a. But if you turn to the Lord

b. God will lift the veil so you can see that your really in God’s garden

c. His glory will fill your life

d. You will be changed into his likeness from one degree of glory to another

e. That’s how you experience God

