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Main Text: “Lord, thou has been our dwelling place in all generations.  Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting thou art God.  Thou turnest man back to the dust and sayest, “Turn back, O children of men!”  For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.  Thou dost sweep men away; they are like a dream, like grass which is renewed in the morning: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.  For we are consumed by thy anger; by thy wrath we are overwhelmed.  Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance.  For all our days pass away under thy wrath, our years come to an end like a sigh.  The years of our life are threescore and ten, or even by reason of strength fourscore; yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.  Who considers the power of thy anger, and thy wrath according to the fear of thee?  So teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.  Return, O Lord! How long?  Have pity on thy servants!  Satisfy us in the morning with thy steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.  Make us glad as many days as thou hast afflicted us, and as many years as we have seen evil.  Let thy work be manifest to thy servants, and thy glorious power to their children.  Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands upon us, yea, the work of our hands establish thou it.”  Psalm 90:1-17
1.
In 1482 Sandro Botticelli painted a piece titled “The Trials of Moses”


a.
It was a 11' x 18' fresco in the Vatican in Rome


b.
Moses appears 7 times


c.
The right side is taken up with the critical events of his life


d.
Moses has a 3' long sword in his right hand raised over his head


e.
His left hand is on the neck of an Egyptian who is crying out in pain


f.
The Hebrew man who had been beaten by Egyptians receives care from a woman on a nearby porch


g.
The picture captures the moment before Moses kills the Egyptian for beating a fellow Israelite

2.
In the background Moses runs into the wilderness


a.
Moses is an outcast, his back is toward the viewer


b.
He has his staff on his shoulder and is a fugitive

3.
The story is told in Exodus 2 and leaves us with may questions


a.
The first adult act of one of the top Bible leaders is murder


b.
Moses who talked with God 54 times in Exodus, gives the world 10C


c.
He is seen running away in fear from an act of violence


d.
The Vatican painting and the Bible story makes us wonder

4.
We wonder what his parents thought


a.
His mother hid him at great personal risk


b.
His father knew the danger of trying to keep his child safe


c.
Now their son appears at the post office on the 10 most wanted list

5.
We wonder what his Egyptian stepmother thought


a.
She rescued that baby from a basket in the Nile


b.
She sent him to the best Egyptian schools and treated him as one of her own


c.
Now he kills one of us

6.
We wonder what the fellow Hebrews thought


a.
He had good fortune to be lifted out of slavery


b.
He was raised in the wealth of Pharaoh’s own house


c.
Now he throws it all away


d.
On what?  Trying to help a fellow Israelite


e.
None of us are any better because of what he did

7.
We wonder what Moses thought


a.
Did he run because there was a reward on his head?


b.
Did he run out of fear or shame?


c.
Did his guilt and sin overwhelm him?


d.
What did he think about in the wilderness?


e.
Did he feel lost or useless or depressed?

8.
The Bible doesn’t answer any of those questions


a.
We only know that Moses goes into the wilderness for 40 years


b.
Trained in Pharaoh’s house, he becomes a shepherd


c.
We have 2 clues about what he is thinking

9.
Clue # 1 - The best insight into the inside of Moses’s head is his son’s name


a.
Moses meets a girl in the wilderness and marries her and has a child


b.
Exodus 2 says that he names the boy, Gershom, which means, “ I have been a wanderer in a foreign land


c.
Cox/Brown says the name means, “I don’t know where I belong.”

10.
Moses is in the Wilderness


a.
He is not living where he thought he would live


b.
He is not doing what he thought he would do


c.
He never expected to be a fugitive from justice


d.
He never thought he would commit such a terrible sin


e.
Gershom means “I don’t know where I belong.”

11.
Clue # 2 is the excuses he gives to God in Exodus 3 and 4


a.
Verse 3:11 - I am nobody


b.
Verse 3:13 - I don’t know enough


c.
Verse 4:1 - I’m not sure


d.
Verse 4:10 - I’m not good at talking


e.
Verse 4:13 - I don’t want to help you, get somebody else

12.
He is not a man with a healthy self image


a.
The common thread is, “How can God use a sinner like me?”


B.
40 years as a fugitive left him on empty


c.
Raised an Egyptian and occupationally misplaced as a shepherd and now saw himself as a good for nothing


d.
It is easy to come along side Moses

13.
We find ourselves in the wilderness


a.
We may not call our sons, “Gershom”


b.
But we’ve all asked the question, “What am I doing here?”


c.
I”m not doing what I am suppose to be doing

14.
The wilderness comes in many ways


a.
For Moses it was a place to flee from sin


b.
Later he would lead his people for another 40 years in the wilderness


c.
The wilderness for Israel was: waiting, discipline, training

15.
The wilderness comes to us personally


a.
We feel like nobodies, don’t know enough, filled with doubts, can’t talk, don’t want to do what we are going to do


b.
All of the lines of Moses in the wilderness seem to touch us deeply

16.
Even churches find themselves in the wilderness


a.
Many at Highland Street are asking, “What are we doing here?”


B.
For 4 years we seem to have been wandering in the wilderness

17.
There are wilderness stories in the Bible in Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy


a.
They are in 222 pages of my 1900 page Bible


b.
1/8 of the verses in the Bible are on wilderness


c.
For the next 10 weeks we are going to go deep into what it means to be in the Wilderness

18.
What do we do?


a.
When we are overwhelmed with sin, do we run to the wilderness


b.
How do we deal with feelings like, “I don’t know what I’m doing here?”


c.
The direction is found in Psalm 90

19.
This is the only Psalm written by Moses


a.
There is no indication of when he wrote it or what he is referring to


b.
But the links between Psalm 90 and Moses in the wilderness is striking

20.
Moses is facing the limits of life


a.
He has just killed and now others are seeking his life


b.
He goes to the wilderness and is lost and wandering and unfocused


c.
2 issues come up in the wilderness

21.
# 1 - Psalm 90 is preoccupied with the limitations of life

a.
Life is compared to dust, grass, dream and sign


b.
90:3a = You turn us back to dust


c.
90:5a = You sweep them away, people like a dream


d.
90:9b = Our years come to an end with a sign


e.
90:10 = We live to be 70, maybe 80, then we fly away

22.
In the face of that in Psalms Moses finds home in God


a.
# 1 - You are our dwelling place


b.
# 2 - From everlasting to everlasting you are God


c.
Even thou I feel homeless, you are my house


d.
Even thou I face death, you live forever

23.
Perhaps we should join Moses and say what he said


a.
Gershom - “I don’t know where I belong”


b.
We’ll make Gershom our code word


c.
Next week in the office, when you get confused


d.
Just turn to your co-workers and say, “Gershom”


e.
Will you say that with me? “Gershom”

24.
But in response we also join with Moses


a.
Lord, you are my dwelling place


b.
Say that with me

25.
# 2 - Psalm 90 is preoccupied with guilt and fault

a.
90:3a - God says, turn back, O mortals, which is the offspring of Adam


b.
Moses realizes he stands in a long line of sinners behind Adam


c.
90:7 - We are consumed by anger, your wrath overwhelms us


d.
Moses senses God’s displeasure and fears his wrath


e.
90:8 - You set our iniquities before you; our secret sins in the light of your countenance


f.
Moses tried to hide the murder of the Egyptian, but nothing is hidden from God


g.
Moses hid from the Egyptians in the wilderness, but Moses was not hidden from God

26.
In the face of his own sin, Moses finds forgiveness in God


a.
90:13 - Turn O Lord, how long?  Have compassion on your servants.  He pleads for mercy


b.
90:14 - Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad all our days


c.
Moses calls God to return to him: Return!


d.
Give us a fresh start in life


e.
Moses seeks God’s pity, love and favor

27.
We find ourselves sinners


a.
Nobody here has murdered an Egyptian


b.
But we too have fled the scene of our sin


c.
We have been in the wilderness of hiding

28.
The key insight for 2006


a.
We are broken people


b.
We don’t do right.  We are not perfect.  We fall short

29.
God hit me with this in my own life on November 27, 2004


a.
In a Sunday Morning Bible class called Practical Matters, Gary Blume was teaching


b.
He turned to the sermon on the mount where Jesus raises the standard saying, “It is not enough not to Murder, I don’t want you to Hate.  


c.
It is not enough to not Commit Adultery, I don’t want you to lust


d.
It is not enough not to not steal, I don’t want you to covet

30.
Gary then confessed his sin


a.
He said, “I haven’t murdered, but I have hated.”


B.
I haven’t committed adultery, but I have lusted


c.
I haven’t stole, but I have coveted

31.
When Gary confessed, I found myself confessing


a.
Yes, I’m a sinner


b.
I have hated, lusted, coveted.  I didn’t measure up.  I am broken


c.
My iniquities are before God, my secret sin are in his face

32.
Gary Blume was talking about sins of commission


a.
Ways in which we go against God’s character


b.
Behaving in ways that are evil, ugly, wrong and sinful

33.
Sunday night at Reach Group, Ron Wade was teaching about the poor befoe the special contribution

a.
He was investigating ideas in Luke 4


b.
Then Ron asked, “How much do you do for the poor?


c.
How would you rate yourself on a scale of 1-5?


d.
1 is nothing for the poor and 5 is doing what God wants for the poor

34.
Suddenly I was in panic


a.
What will I say if he asks me?


b.
I thought about saying 4, but that didn’t seem true, so I lowered it to 3


c.
Then I started thinking about 2


d.
Then Ron said, “I want ask you to respond, but just to think about it.”


e.
I was so relieved

35.
Ron was talking about the sins of omission

a.
Not doing good things God asks us to do


b.
Getting so wrapped up in self, that we neglect others

36.
Like Moses, we find ourselves sinners


a.
Doing what he said not to do = sins of commission


b.
Not doing what God said to do = sins of omission

37.
Perhaps we should begin our year joining Moses


a.
Moses: Our iniquities are before you


b.
Change that to “MY iniquities are before you”


c.
Will you say that with me


d.
Moses: “Turn O Lord, Have compassion on your servants”


e.
Will you say that with me?

38.
4 lines for 2006


a.
Gershom - “I don’t know where I belong”


b.
Lord, You are my dwelling place


c.
My iniquities are before you


d.
Turn, O Lord, have compassion on your servants

39.
Botticelli painted Moses 7 times


a.
6 appearances of Moses were filled with pain and difficulties


b.
1 appearance was different from the rest


c.
It was Moses without shoes before the burning bush

40.
It is a striking point


a.
Moses who said, “ I don’t know where I belong.”


b.
Moses who murdered and fled


c.
Moses who cried out for mercy


d.
Now God uses him in his great cause

41.
It reminds us that God finds us in the wilderness


a.
He found Moses, he will find you


b.
It may not be a burning bush


c.
But God calls you to holy ground.

