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Main Text:  John 17:1-26…….Special emphasis on the words “Sent and Glory”





Sent:





Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent………As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world……….that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you.  May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me……I in them and you in me.  May they be brought to complete unity to let the world now that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me……….Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me………   John 17: 3, 18, 21, 23, 25





Glory





After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:  “Father, the time has come.  Glorify you Son, that you Son may glorify you…… 


. I  have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began…….”  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.  And glory has come to me through them………I have given them glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one……..Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world…….John 17:1, 4, 5, 10, 22, 24





USA Today, October 13, 1998


1055 Adults were asked about the future


There was a mixed bag of pessimism and optimism


The most pessimistic part of the country was the south


The survey said that it will get harder to raise children


The survey said it will be harder to afford medical care


75% said that a new deadly disease will emerge in the next 25 years


2/3 predicted a global environmental catastrophe


About ½ thought that the civilization will be destroyed during the 21st century





Other observers have noted increased pessimism


The X generation is often cited as especially negative about the future


There is too much poverty, corruption and greed











People respond in different ways


One way is called the “Life boat mentality” which says, “If only a few 


	people are going to be save, let me on the life boat first”


Another way is to despair and use drugs and suicide


Still another way is to be violent, “If I can’t have it, nobody else is going to get it either.”





This raises questions


How do people of hope live in a world of despair?


How do we rescue in the midst of catastrophe?


How do we find peace in the midst of war?





Jesus has a striking answer


John 16:33 - He says, “Take heart I have overcome the world.”


Hope in the midst of despair


Rescue in the midst of catastrophe


Peace in the midst of war





Then we start to wonder


What does it mean?


How does he overcome the world?


How does he give hope in midst of despair?


How does he rescue in catastrophe?


How does he bring peace to war?





I’m not sure what we expect


Perhaps an analysis of what’s wrong with the world


Perhaps a strategy for changing the world


Perhaps a list of key things we need to do to the world


We don’t get any of that





Listen to what happens


16:33, “Take heart! I have overcome the world”


17:1, After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed





We don’t expect prayer


Instead of analysis, we get prayer


Instead of strategy, we get prayer


Instead of key things to do, we get prayer




















John 17 is the longest recorded prayer of Jesus


Chapters 13-16 is about Jesus and his disciples


Chapter 17 is about Jesus and God


Like Genesis 1, God is talking to the heavenly host in 1:26, “Let us make man in our image”


Like the judgment scene in Psalms 82 or Matthew 25


We overhear God talking to God





Many have noticed how much this prayer is like the work of the Old 


Testament High Priest


In Leviticus  16 the High Priest made atonement for himself, his family 


and his people


In John 17 Jesus prays for himself in verses 1-5, he prays for his disciples 


in verses 6-19 and for the people in verses 20-26


Just as the High Priest asked God on behalf of the people


So Jesus asks God on behalf of the people





Two words are used repeatedly in this prayer


Sent 


Glory





Sent is used in verses 3, 18, 21, 23 and 25


It is common in John 3:17 and 3:34


The word “sent” means apostello or apostle


The word for send in Latin is missus


From that word we get “Mission”





The point is that Jesus is on a mission to the world


He is not getting on a lifeboat to avoid catastrophe


He is not escaping despair


He is not responding in violence so nobody else can have


He says, “I have been sent to the world.”





The other word is “glory”. It is used in verses 1,4,5,10.22 and 24


It is common in John 1:14; 11:40; and 15:8


The word “glory” is hard to define


Glory is what Jesus does for God


Glory is what God gives to Jesus


Glory is what Jesus gives to us





The point is that Glory connects us to God


Jesus prays for Glory


Jesus prays for God to receive Glory


Jesus prays for us to see the Glory





The point is clear


When Jesus talks about overcoming the world


When Jesus talks about being sent into the world


He talks about glory, about being connected to God





He doesn’t talk about the world, he talks about God.  In John 17, it is not


An analysis of what’s wrong with the world	


A strategy for changing the world, but a strategy for staying close to God


A list of 5 things to do for the world, but a means of being united with God





That fits with what Jesus says all through the gospel of John


John 7:38 - The streams must have a source


John 12:24 - The seed must go to the ground


John 15:4 - The branch must connect to the vine





Water, seeds, grapevines, Jesus, Christians


All the same


They don’t work if they are cut off from the source





There is an old story told by Milton Jones


There is a scene in heaven where Jesus has returned from DBR


The angels gathered him and asked, “How did your work go?”


Jesus said, “I did all God asked me to do.”


What happens now, they asked


I’ve trained 12 men to carry on


What happens if they fail?


Jesus says, “I have no other plan.”





The story is wrong


Jesus had another plan


The plan was to trust God with the mission


The plan was to trust God with the 12 men


The plan was to trust God with us


The plan was to keep us all connected


Jesus connected to God.  His followers connected to Jesus.  The followers connected to each other


All to the glory of God


























This prayer is really the background to the Great Commission


Matthew 28:19-20


We are told to go into the world


We are sent just as Jesus was sent


But what Jesus tells us in this prayer


Is that as we are sent into the world


We must focus on God


Our passion for the world


Must be preceded by our passion for God





If I were going to draw a picture of John 17


I might use a fire


The fire goes from match to candle to candle


The fire is heat, passion and glory


We are just candles





If I were going to show you something to illustrate John 17


I would show you a piece of PCV pipe


It carries hot water to our sink


The hot water goes from pipe to pipe to faucet


The hot water is passion, glory


We are just the pipes





Dan Rodriquez spoke at the Urban Ministry Conference


His father deserted his mother who is Hispanic


The mother worked 2 jobs to support 4 sons


She would feed them first.  If any food was left, she would feed herself


She had no religious background and lived in middle of Los Angles





Next door was Joe and Alice Ferris


They had 4 daughters.  They were a working class family.


They were members of the church of Christ and lived next door for 11 years


The family focused on God





Mrs. Rodriquez would get upset sometimes


She started to beat the boys


When the Farris girls heard the yelling they told Alice, their mother


Alice would call Mrs. Rodriquez


Mrs. Rodriquez would go from yelling, “You stupid kids” to “Hello, how are you?”


Alice would keep Mrs. Rodriquez on the phone till she calmed down


For 11 years they invited the Rodriquez family to church.  They never went.











The Ferris family moved to Fresno, California


They called Mrs. Rodriquez and encouraged her to move up here (Fresno)


Mrs. Rodriquez bought a new tract house


Joe Ferris rented a truck and moved the Rodriquez clan to Fresno


When they arrived in Fresno, there was good news and bad news


The bad news was, “Your house will not be finished for 8 weeks”


The good news is “You can stay with us.”





So the 5 Rodriquez moved in with the 6 Ferris in a 4 bedroom house


They started going to church in 2 weeks


Dan and his mother were baptized in 4 weeks


Dan Rodriquez became a preacher and Bible teacher at Pepperdine University





Dan Rodriquez grew up and married and lived next door to a single mother


Her name was Lori.  She had 3 kids


She lost her lease and moved in with Dan Rodriquez


Lori became a Christian.  She grew up and married Stephen


Now Stephen and Lori have taken the three kids from a messed up family


They are about to become Christians





How do you overcome the world?


Stay close to God


Let God work through you like water through a pipe





In 1992 Craig Smith went to the Ukraine


He met and taught a young mother named Tanya


Craig baptized her in the Officer’s club


I met her father


He was an officer in the communist army.  He had metal across his chest


Vladimair Konstantinovich Archangelsky,, 81


Soon he was baptized


Not long ago (7-9-98) I got an email from Fred Selby


Sasha, 10, Vladimirs’ Grandson, Tanya’s son was baptized in a bathtub





How do you overcome the world?


You stay close to God


Let God work through you like water through a pipe





I have overcome the world


No analysis of the world


No strategy for winning nations


No 5 points


Just people staying close to the glory of God


Staying close to the son, as the son is close to the father


People staying close to Each Other, God working through them








		





