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Main Text:
“For by the grace given to me I bid every one among you not to think of himself more highly than he out to think but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith which God has assigned him.  For as in one body we have many members and all the members do not have the  same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.   Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them; if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; he who teaches, in his teaching; he who exhorts, in his exhortation; he who contributes, in liberality; he who give aid, with zeal; he who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.  Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with brotherly affection; outdo one another in showing honor.”










Romans 3-10

1. Paul Faulkner, a family expert, wrote a book 6 years ago

a. The title was Achieving Success without Failing Your Family

b. It had stories about 50 parents who were successful in their jobs and profession

c. They were corporate leaders from around the nation

d. One of the families was Tom and Shelia Bost, the chairman of Pepperdine University board of directors

2. One father was a top salesman who earned a position in the million dollar round table

a. Once when their family was on vacation, their plane had landed and the father went to the restroom

b. He was gone a long time and the family became worried

c. He finally came out and the family said, “Is there anything wrong?”

d. Daddy, are you sick?  “No, “  he said.  They asked him to tell them what happened?

e. Nothing really.  They kept insisting

f. He finally told them the truth

g. Somebody had written a racist remark, trash language on the wall

h. He found some cleaner and cleaned it up

3. Some father was at a child’s basketball game

a. It was a crowded gym with parents and kids

b. There was a nearby mother with a small baby

c. The child threw up all over the mother, the child and the bleachers

d. People around her quickly scooted away

e. This left her alone in the center, like a bull’s eye on target

f. This father rushed to the men’s room and wet some towels

g. He cleaned up the baby and the bleachers

h. He even crawled under the stands and cleaned up the floor

4. These stories are inspiring

a. We are touched by this father

b. We are moved by his service

c. We are awed by his actions

5. But it also raises a Question

a. Why is a man like that so noteworthy?

b. Why do such simple acts make him stand out?

c. Why out of 1,000 people who used that restroom only one cleaned it up

d. Why out of dozens of people in the stands only one rose to help

6. As I think about those stories I feel shame

a. I see terrible things on restroom walls, but never wash them off

b. I have been there when a child has thrown up, but I was one that moved

7. What is the difference between that man and me?

a. Why does he clean up the airport bathroom, when I didn’t even think about it?

b. Why does he run to help the mother when I run to get away from the odor?

8. It was 10:08 PM on a hot August night

a. The phone rang and the person I know was hysterical

b. There was a terrible tragedy and they asked if I would come

9. My immediate reaction was I didn’t want to go

a. It’s 10:08 PM and I am in my pajamas and ready for bed

b. I have several important meetings tomorrow

c. It’s hot outside, why cant’ this wait until the morning?

10. I struggle with my own self -centeredness

a. I want to be clean, not get my hands dirty

b. I want to be comfortable, this is uncomfortable

c. I want to be safe, this is dangerous

d. I want to be entertained, this is work

e. What do I need to do to change those attitudes?  Romans 12

11. Romans 12 describes the Father in Paul Faulkner’s book

a. Verse 10 asks us to outdo others in showing honor

b. Verse 11 says to never burn out doing good

c. Verse 13 says to contribute to the needs of others

d. Verse 14 says to do good to those who try to hurt you

e. Verse 15 says to be happy with those that are happy and sad with those that are sad

f. Verses 16 asks us to be friends with nobodies

g. Verse 17 asks us to discover the beauty of others

h. Verse 20 says to feed the hungry, even if they are your enemies

i. Verse 20 says to give a drink to those that are thirsty

12. That is the kind of man Paul Faulker is describing

a. That’s the kind of man I’d like to be

b. I like to be more concerned about others than myself

c. I would like to not be afraid to help those in need

d. What makes a person that way?  See Romans 12:3

13. Romans 12:3 goes in two different directions

a. They are negative and positive

b. Do NOT think more highly than you ought (to think)

c. Do think with sober judgment in light of what God has given you

14. The emphasis is on thinking

a. The list of actions in verses 9-21 depend on thinking in verses 1-3

b. What we do is linked with what we think

c. The man who cleaned up the bathroom, the man who cleaned up the vomit

d. Had done some thinking about himself before he came to action

15. # 1 – Don’t think more highly than you ought

a. Don’t misjudge our status in life

b. Left to our own we get caught up in pride, arrogance, and superiority

c. Let to our own we become stagnant and complacent

16. Romans 12:2 takes us back behind the one more step

a. There are two ways of thinking.   One is formed by God, and one by the world

b. We either are transformed by renewing our minds on God

c. Or we are conformed by doing what the world does

17. Douglas Taylor-Weiss lives in Dayton, Ohio

a. He issued a set of 10 commandments for our age

b. 1 – Have a good day – 2. Shop  - 3. Eliminate pain,  4 – Be up to date – 5 – relax

c. 6 – Express yourself  7 – Have a happy family  8 – Be entertaining  

d. 9 – Be entertained  - 10 – Buy entertainment

18. One basic difference between God’s 10 commandments and Douglas Taylor’s 10 commandments

a. God’s 10 commandments focus on others

b. Taylor’s 10 commandments focus on ourselves

c. The issue is, “are we transformed by God?

d. Or are we conformed to this world

19. Marcel Proust’s book, Remembrance of Things Past and describes PM woman

a. Oriane must decide how to spend an evening

b. She can either sit by the bed of a dying man or dine in town

c. She chooses to spend the night on the town

d. Pleasure, comfort, and safety are her highest values

20. Two years ago, a teenager in California named Jeremy Strohmeyer  was in the news

a. He had sexually molested and murdered a 7 year old girl in Las Vegas Casino

b. David Cash was Strohmeyer’s  friend, and a witness to the crime

c. He made no attempt to stop him and he refused to witness against him

d. The LA times asked him why?

21. One social commentator called David Cask the best poster boy for PM society

a. It’s not my problem

b. I have other plans

c. It makes me uncomfortable

d. It’s not what I want to do

e. It is not safe

f. I don’t want to

g. It wouldn’t make me feel good

22. Joann Jones is a nurse

a. During her 2nd year of nursing school, she had a pop quiz

b. The breezed through the questions until the last one

c. The question was, “What is the first name of the woman who cleans the school?

d. Jones thought it was a joke

e. Jones had seen the cleaning woman, but how would I know her name

f. She turned the paper in with the last question blank

g. When the test came back one student asked, does the last question count toward the grade

h. Absolutely, said the teacher.  In your careers you will meet many people

i. All of them are significant, everyone deserves your attention

j. Jones never forgot the lesson

k. She also learned that the name of the maid was Dorothy

23. What’s the difference between David Cash and Joann Jones?

a. They have different actions to be sure

b. But theirs is a different way of thinking

c. One thinks more highly of himself than he ought

d. The other has learned not to think more highly of herself

24. # 2 – Do think with sober judgment in light of  what God has given you

a. Not to think of yourself as nothing

b. To think of yourself in light of God

25. This is saying that real life is from God

a. Since what we have is a gift, don’t brag that you got there on your own

b. We’re not passengers on a crew ship, but we’re crew members on a cargo ship

c. We’re not customers in the store, we’re sales people behind the counter

d. We’re not gods who created the earth,, we’re earthlings created by God

e. There is no more striking example of a person who understood himself in light of God through Jesus

26. Jesus was a servant.  See Mark 10:45

a. He healed, fed, touched and counseled

b. He finally gave his life as a servant to the world

c. Nobody ever served like Jesus served

27. Dr. William Green is a teacher at the University of California – then later at Pepperdine University

a. He translated several volumes of Harvard University Loeb Classical Library

b. The Pepperdine students recall he would walk across campus hand in hand with his wife Ruby

c. He would end up in the library, at the counter holding hands with her

d. Billie Silvey recalls how he surprised her with a birthday party when Frank was overseas

e. When he was in Berkely he was an elder in the Church of Christ

f. Other elder was a janitor at the same university

g. People would often find them in the janitor’s office during lunch

h. The professor of classics and  a man with the broom shared lunch in the back of the boiler room

28. His actions reflected his thinking

a. He didn’t like the world

b. He didn’t let the world mold him into its ways of thinking

c. Thought with sober judgment

d. Out of the grace that God has given him, he found grace to give others

e. He didn’t have to hoard his intellect or protect his reputation

f. He became a servant

g. Every October at Pepperdine University the Green Lectures honor a man who honored others

29. Carolyn McKenzie lives in Bartlett

a..
I met her a couple of years ago at a dinner in the Cresent Center

b..
Her husband has a good job and they are living a comfortable life in  suburbia

d. Half way between her house and mine is the “Golden Girls Club”

e. Carolyn couldn’t imagine why girls would work in these dance clubs

f. She got a policeman to take her on tour

g. She found out that many of the girls came from broken homes and were caught in a system they couldn’t escape

h. She began to speak out and offered to help any girl who wanted out

i. One girl, Carrie, called her.  She set up a meeting in a coffee shop and heard her story

j. At 15 she was molested.  At 16 she was pregnant.  At 17 she was living with an abusive man

k. She said that the only way she could change her life was to change her job

l. She asked if Carolyn could help her get out of the clubs

m. Carried wanted to be a leasing agent for apartments

n. Carolyn got her an interview.   She got the job and left the clubs.

o. Over the last couple of years Carolyn helped 23 other women out of clubs

30. George was a Church of Christ missionary in Kenya

a. A girl named Chepto came to the clinic in the Highlands

b. This was a muddy place.  Everything especially the feet were covered in mud

c. George asked a young girl to get some warm water

d. George asked Chepto how old she was.  She said 11

e. George began washing Chepto’s feet, if you could call them feet

f. Her father had been drunk and her mother was gone.  Her feet got in the cooking fire

g. Now George gently bathed what was left

h. He made plaster molds so they could make shoes that would fit what was left

31. I think of others

a. Zane and Linda Hutchinson have taught 2 and 3 years old since 1972

b. Members of an Adult Sunday School Class went down to family court to sit with a class member

c. Sally Cook, a school principal, has taught children at the Downtown Church since 1992

d. Charlie Maxwell met a homeless man on Wednesday night and took him to a motel and paid his bill

32. William Green, Carolyn McKenzie, George

a. Zane and Linda, Sally Cook, Charlie Maxwell

b. Are people who learned 2 things

c. Not to think more highly of themselves than they ought 

d. And to think of themselves in light of what God had done for them

33. This goes against our world

a. We want to be # 1.  To win.  To crush the opposition

b. We want to be on a winning team

c. True life goes in an opposite direction

34. A Brooklyn, New York school named Chush

a. Served learning disabled children

b. The had a fund raising dinner and one of the fathers spoke

c. He told about the day he and his son, Shaya, were walking through the park

d. A group of boys were playing baseball

e. Shaya wanted to join them, but his father hesitated

f. Would the boys let him play?  Would they laugh at him?

g. He asked one of the boys.  They boy looked around

h. He said, “It’s the 8th inning and we are behind 6 runs.  We will let him bat in the 9th
i. They scored 3 runs in the bottom of the 8th, but were still behind by 3

j. In the bottom of the 9th they scored again and then the bases were loaded

k. Then it was Shaya’s turn to bat

l. The boys let him bat.  The pitcher moved in and lobbed the ball slowly

m. Shaya had never batted before and didn’t know what to do

n. So one boy came up and held the bat with Shaya

o. Together they hit a slow grounder to the pitcher

p. Shaya would have easily been out, but the pitcher threw the ball over the 1st baseman’s head

q. Everyone yelled, “Run!”  run to 2nd, run to 2nd
r. The right fielder caught on and threw the ball over the 2nd baseman’s head

s. Run to 3rd
t. The center fielder through the ball over the 3rd baseman’s head.  “Run Home!”

u. Shaya ran home and all 18 boys lifted him on their shoulders

v. Celebrating a grand slam that won the game

35. In a world that often doesn’t care, doesn’t help, and doesn’t look

a. There is a call from Christ to be like that team

b. To put aside ourselves, to play 2nd fiddle and to help others

c. To help the littlest one among us is to hit the grand slam

