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Main Text:  " Having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he as called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power in us who believe, according to the working of his great might which he accomplished in Christ when he raised him from the dead and make him sit at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come; and he has put all things under his feet and has make him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all."










Ephesians 1:18-23


1. Topic: Power to Live

a. When we think of power, we can think of the space shuttle

b. We remember a clip from Cape Canaveral describing the launch

c. The space shuttle is amazing in 3 ways

2. Amazing Destination

a. At the present time we are assembling a space station

b. NASA's web page shows the moon and Mars

c. The space is the final frontier

3. Amazing Sponsorship

a. NASA was formed in 1958

b. It is now joined by 135 countries

c. The space station is a project of 13 nations

d. The space program is becoming an earth project

4. Amazing Power

a. There are 2 basic engines on the shuttle: (1) main engine and (2) solid rocket boosters

b. The solid rocket booster is the largest ever built

c. The average shuttle weighs 4.5 million pounds

d. The space shuttle engines are like 35 jumbo jets at take off

e. The space shuttle engines are like 39 train engines

f. The energy released by the 3 main engines are like 23 Hoover dams

g. The engines produce enough energy at take off to run 87,000 homes for 24 hours……….Now that is power

5. I want to talk about something that makes the space shuttle look

a. Like a toy…..or a firecracker……or a paper airplane

6. Ephesians 1:18-22 is the Bible's Cape Canaveral……It TALKS ABOUT

a. Destination, sponsorship, and power

b. Destination far beyond Mars

c. Sponsorship greater than the USA or the world community

d. Power greater than rocket engines

7. Ephesians 1:18-23 

a. Is not about a voyage to the stars, but about the voyage of life

b. It is not about NASA, but about the Father, Son and Holy Spirit

c. It is not about defying gravity, but about power to live life

8. Ephesians 1 lists 24 gifts God gives us for life

a. Verse 1:3 - every spiritual blessing

b. Verse 1:7 - Forgiveness of sins

c. Verse 1:13 - The Holy Spirit

d. Verse 1:18 - the power to live life

9. Ephesians 1:15-23 - PAUL PRAYS THAT WE WOULD

a. See what most people never see

b. Know what most people never know

c. Understand what most people never understand

10. Ephesians 1:17-18 - Paul prays for 3 things

a. # 1 - To see the hope to which he called us = he Destination

b. # 2 - To see the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints - the Sponsorship

c. # 3 - To understand the great power working in us = the Power


11. # 1 - LIFE'S GREAT DESTINATION = THE HOPE TO WHICH HE CALLS US

a. Nothing about space stations, Mars, or distant galaxies

b. But the destination is the hope to which he has called us

12. HOPE is a slippery word

a. We understand vision, dream, wish, fantasy

b. But HOPE is easier to understand as a verb than a noun

13. HOPE is WHAT GOD WANTS for ALL of us--HOPE IS

a. Light for people in darkness

b. Forgiveness for people in sin

c. Purpose for people in meaninglessness

d. Friends for people who are lonely

e. Wisdom for people who made bad decisions

f. God living in you instead of Evil living in you

14. Imagine yourself sitting in a chair -- You can't see a thing, you are blindfolded

a. You are cold shivering, alone, rejected, friendless and unloved

b. You are a mess, dirty, soiled clothes.  You seem lost and directionless

c. Then God comes up from behind you and puts his hands on your head and shoulders

d. You feel his strength and warmth and weight

e. Then you hear him say, "You are my son.  You are my daughter.  You are mine."

f. That's what it means to be adopted by God, to be blessed by God

15. Imagine yourself in that chair

a. God has his hands on your shoulders

b. But your clothes are soiled, your face is dirty and there is a mess around your chair

c. Jesus comes up and takes off his shirt and washes off your face

d. He cleans up your clothes and gets down on his hands and knees and cleans up the floor

e. Suddenly instead of being dirty, you feel clean

f. Instead of a mess, you feel presentable

g. That is what it means to be forgiven by Jesus

16. Imagine being on that chair

a. The Father has his hands on your shoulders

b. Jesus is on his hands and knees cleaning up the mess

c. The Spirit comes by and puts a wrist band on your arm

d. And he puts a name tag on your shirt

e. Then he suddenly becomes a mist and surrounds you like a cloud

f. That's what it means to be sealed by the Holy Spirit

17. Imagine being in that chair

a. The Father has his hands on your shoulders, Jesus is cleaning up the mess, and the Holy Spirit is sealing you

b. Your eyes are blindfolded

c. You are sitting in darkness and you can't see a thing

d. Then the Father, Son and Holy Spirit take off the blindfold

18. Suddenly you see what God has done, and is doing, and will do

a. There are tremendous possibilities

b. The MOMENT YOU SEE is THE MOMENT you have hope

c. God has called you to HOPE

19. We get used to living in darkness

a. When you live in darkness, you forget about light

b. When you live in drabness, you forget about color

c. When you live in poverty, you forget about luxury

d. We get so used to inferior, bland, dumb, drab and uninviting

e. That we forget that there is something better in life

20. We get so used to living below average, that we forget about normal

a. We get so used to doing everything under our own power

b. We forget about what God has promised to do through his power

c. We so used to our drab reality

d. We forget about hope to which he has called us

21. We have some florescent lights in our house

a. When the bulbs burn out, we go to Home Depot

b. Fluorescent bulbs vary widely in price from $0.99 to $5.00

c. For years I got the cheapest bulbs

d. Why spend $ 5.00 on a light bulb, when you can get one for $0.99?

e. I recently bought a new fluorescent light fixture for my desk at home

f. I mounted it on a wall, plugged it in, put in bulbs and it popped!

g. The bulbs blew out.  There was a short in the fixture

h. It took it back to Home Depot and had the clerk test it.  Sure enough there was a short in it

i. He gave me a new fluorescent light fixture

j. Then he said, "I'll replace the bulbs that you burned out."

k. He gave me not the $0.99 bulbs, but the $5.00 bulbs

l. He said, "You'll notice quite a difference."

m. I popped those new $5.00 bulbs in the light fixture

n. Those $5.00 bulbs produced a brilliant light

o. I was so surprised, and so delighted

p. I was so used to that drab light, that I never thought anything was better

q. I'd gotten so used to average, that the best shocked me

22. That is what happens in life

a. We run along at 1 mile per hour, that we think we are really moving

b. But God is prepared to send us at 1000 miles per hour

c. We get so used to 1 mile per hour, we are not even aware that 1,000 miles per hour exists

d. We live in shadows of life and think we can really see things

e. But God is prepared for us to live in absolute brilliance

f. We so used to shadows, we don't even know brilliance exists

23. We get so used to the average, we forget about superlative

a. We get excited when we experience 5 minutes of wonderful worship to God

b. Oh, if we only knew what God wanted us to experience in worship

c. We are amazed when we experience a little blessing from God

d. Oh, if we knew what blessings God had in his warehouse

e. We are so delighted when we get answer to prayer

f. Oh, if we only knew how many things God is waiting to do for us if we would just ask

g. We are so grateful when God removes guilt we feel over sin

h. Oh, if we only knew the grace God had in store for us

24. Imagine that you are in the desert

a. You haven't had water in 3 days.  Your mouth is parched, sore and dry

b. You come to a wall and out of the wall is a pipe with a faucet

c. You turn the faucet just a partial turn and a drop of water comes out

d. The water feels so good, so satisfying, so wonderful

e. Then you wonder about that wall and what is behind it

f. You go behind that wall and there is God, dressed in a raincoat

g. He has his arms outstretched, holding back a whole river of pure cold water

h. God is just waiting to give you all that water.  All that pure cold water

25. We get so used to living below average, that we forget about normal

a. We get so used to doing everything under our own power

b. We forget about what God has promised to do through his power

c. We get so used to our drab reality

d. We forget about the hope to which he has called us

e. That's the destination

26. # 2 - LIFE'S GREAT SPONSOR  IS GOD HIMSELF (Ephesians 1:18)

a. We do have an inheritance in heaven

b. But this text is not talking about that

c. Inheritance is not something we get, but something God has

d. We are his inheritance

e. He is our sponsor.  He is for us

27. The issue here is fuel

a. The space shuttle runs on special liquids

b. Our car runs on gas

c. The air conditioner in our building runs on electricity

d. Our bodies run on calories

28. What is that fuel that gives us hope?

a. It is not good works

b. It is not living a good life

c. It is not pulling ourselves up by our bootstraps

d. It is not being better than other people

e. That fuel is God

29. Most of us try to use our own fuel

a. We come to worship thinking, "I've got to find it in myself to rise up to meet God."

b. No, what we have to do  is open ourselves to God because he has already come to meet with us

c. We come to life thinking, "I need to save my money to get some blessings at K Mart,"

d. No, God has a warehouse full of blessings.  We must ask, seek and knock

e. We come to prayer thinking, "not only do I have do ask, but I have to do."

f. No, God has already filled the tank with answered prayers, just waiting for us to ask

g. We come to sin thinking, "I need to do  enough good deeds to offset the bad."

h. No, God has already paid for all your sins at the cross

30. My brother in law, Billy, is in stock car racing

a. He used to drive, now he sponsors

b. I have a picture of the car he sponsors

c. It has the words, "Billy's Automotive Repair" on the side of the car

d. Billy pays the bills

e. Billy fixes the engine

f. Billy is the sponsor of the car

31. Everybody needs a sponsor

a. The space shuttle has USA printed on the side

b. The stock car has "Billy's Automotive Repair" printed on the side

c. On the side of your soul is a sign

d. It says, "Blessed by God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ"

e. Adopted as sons by Jesus Christ

f. Sealed with the Holy Spirit

32. # 3 - LIFE'S GREAT POWER IS GOD

a. Who pays for all things included in our hope?

b. Does the sponsor have funds to see it through?

33. Ephesians 1:19-20

a. This verse uses four (4) different Greek words for power

b. Paul was saying, "your name is a word for power and God has it

c. If you want an illustration of that power, look at Easter

d. Look at the resurrection.  That power is available to you

34. Suppose you go to an Egyptian Museum in Cairo

a. You find a mummy from the New Kingdom that is 3,000 years old

b. The skin, eyes, organs are all from a person that has been dead 3,000 years

c. Suppose you stand over that mummy and make him come to life

d. Not make him come to life, but also put him in charge of the universe

e. So that 3,000 years later a billion people call him LORD.  Now that is power

35. Suppose you go to a mountain in South Antarctica where they discover an ice man

a. You warm him up and thaw him out and keep the tissue from falling apart

b. Then you give him life, but not just make him alive

c. But create a power structure so that every king and president is subject to him.  Now that is power

36. Suppose you go to Elmwood Cemetery

a. You find the oldest grave where one of the first people to die in Memphis is buried

b. You dig up the grave and recompose the body and give him life

c. Then you write a history so that he becomes one of the most famous people who has every lived.  Now that is power

37. How do we get this hope?  How do we get sponsored?

a. God sent his son to earth and let him die. HE WAITED

b. Until his son was good and dead, no heartbeat, blood pressure, EKG

c. Guards were at the tomb and everybody was crying

d. Then God came down out of heaven and scooped him out of that grave

e. And made him alive and brought him back to heaven and put him in charge of everything

f. In charge of all that was, all that is, and all that will be

g. Then announced to the world that this power which you have just witnessed is available to you.  Now that is power

38. It makes the Space Shuttle

a. Small, Like a fire cracker, Like a paper airplane

39. In conclusion there are 2 things that you have to become before you get on this spiritual Space Shuttle

a. One is that you must be in Christ (Ephesians 1:13)

b. Second you must be in prayer (Ephesians 1;18b)

