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Main Text: “Just then his disciples came, They marveled that he was talking with a woman but none said, ‘What do you wish? Or ‘Why are you talking with her?  So the woman left her water jar, and went away into the city, and said to the people, ‘Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did.  Can this be the Christ?  They went out of the city and were coming to him.  Meanwhile the disciple besought him, saying, ‘Rabbi, eat.’ But he said to them, I have food to eat of which you do not know.  So the disciples said to one another, Has anyone brought him food?  Jesus said to them, My food is to do the will of him who sent me, and to accomplish his work.  Do you not say, There are yet four months, then comes the harvest?  I tell you, lift up you eyes, and see how the fields are already white for harvest.  He who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, so that the sower and reaper may rejoice together.  For ere the saying holes true, One sows and another reaps.  I sent you to reap that for which you did not labor; others have labored, and you have entered into their labor.”

John 4:27-38

1. Recently I heard Dobbie Wiesel speak

a. He is an American Indian preacher for an 1800 member church in Omaha

b. He spoke about the Gibeonites in the Old Testament

c. Along the way he revealed the heart of American Indians, which were the first Americans

d. The US government made 300 treaties with these first Americans and broke all 300 treaties

e. There were 12 million first Americans here in 1492 when Colonial colonist arrived

f. By 1900 European settlers reduced that to 200,000

2. When I heard that I had never heard before, I felt pain

a. The first Americans were wounded people

b. They feel a great distance from white Americans

c. He pointed out that the first Americans were not the only ones who are wounded

d. There are wounded people all around us

3. In 1950 Billy Graham made an often quoted statement

a. At 11:00 AM on Sunday morning is the most segrated time of the week

b. In a recent speech George W. Bush made the same statement

c. Black and White are still unable to get together

d. 53 years have passed and there has not been much progress

e. There are wounded people all around us

4. A few years ago Highland Street Church of Christ put out a mass mailing

a. It was about Jesus, the bread of life

b. It was a well designed, attractive mailing

c. I received a letter one day with the flyer inside

d. There was a long message written in hand across the front

e. The writing suggested a shaky, elderly hand

f. She said that 50 years ago a preacher from the church of Christ told her mother that she was going to hell

g. She said, “I decided then that I never wanted to hear another word from the church of Christ

h. Please do not send me any more flyers

i. There are wounded people all around us

5. John 4 has the story of a wounded person

a. The woman is a Samaritan in a Jewish world

b. The woman is a female in a male world

c. The woman is in a rocky relationship in a world that despised people had rocky relationships

6. The chasm between Jews and Samaritans were centuries old and miles deep

a. The beginnings are in 2 Kings 17 when Israel falls and is taken into captivity

b. The conquering nation moved in exiles from other nations

c. Centuries go by and the difference between people who became known as Samaritans and Jews widens

7. The Jewish mothers told the Jewish kids

a. “Don’t you play or eat or talk or touch with those people

8. The chasm between male and female was at a critical phase

a. The literature from the time said that if a Rabbi met a woman on the street, he would stop and turn away.  He wouldn’t speak.  He waited to let her pass

b. One text says: “It is forbidden to give a woman any greeting.”

c. Another text says, “Blessed art thou O Lord, who has not made me a woman”

9. The woman’s relationships surely gave her great grief

a. Was she alone at the well because nobody would walk with her?

b. Was she living with a man because no man would give her his name?

c. Were her 5 husbands a record that nobody matched and everybody despised?

d. Did she come to the well in a relationship desert that offered no relief?

e. 5 husbands says that the woman was deeply wounded

10. Then and Now there are wounded people around us

a. We want to  be like Jesus

b. The goal is to see what he did

11. The easiest thing for Jesus to do was to move on

a. Jews didn’t talk to Samaritans

b. Men didn’t talk to women

c. Rabbis didn’t associate with immorals

d. Ignore her, look in the other direction, move on to get out of her way

e. But Jesus had a mission.  He took a risk.  He built a relationship

12. One line at the well is revealing

a. Verse 7 – Jesus asks for water

b. Verse 9 – The Samaritan woman was amazed that he crossed the barriers to even talk

c. Verse 10 – He talked to her about living water

d. Verse 11 – The Samarian woman said, “Sir, you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep

e. You have no rope, no bucket, no jar

13. The Samarian woman senses the unimaginable

a. SHE CAN’T IMAGINE THAT  a Jew would talk to a Samarian, a man would talk to a woman, a rabbi would talk to a divorcee

b. But now she sees that this man at the well is going to use her bucket and her rope

c. Not only is he going to use her bucket to draw the water

d. But he is going to put his Jewish lips on her Samaritan jar to drink

14. She didn’t yet know half of the story

a. Because not only will he use her bucket, he would put his lips to her jar

b. But he is going to stay in a Samaritan town, sleep in a Samaritan bed, and eat Samarian food, hold Samaritan kids, take Samaritan confessions and witness Samaritan baptisms

c. But that was not all the story either

d. Because she doesn’t’ know that he will die on a cross for the Samarian woman who was wounded to the core

15. She is not the only one who doesn’t understand John 4: 27, and 31-34

a. The disciples come back with lunch.  They marvel and can’t understand WHY he is talking to a woman

b. They apparently think Jesus is going too far

c. They were thinking……don’t you know that this could ruin your ministry

d. What will people think if they found out that our Lord is talking with a woman?

e. We don’t associate with those people

f. The culture will not accept this

g. This is not the way we do it

16. But as one preacher put it:  The Disciples were wimps

a. They are afraid to raise the issue

b. They don’t want to ask him, “ what in the world are you doing?”

c. Instead they say, “Here’s lunch,”  “Soups up”

17. John 4:32, Jesus said, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.”

a. The disciples who brought him food missed the point again

b. Jesus is not talking about carbohydrates and calories

c. He’s talking about God healing wounded people

d. He’s talking about how he got nourishment from helping the wounded

e. I am full on doing the will of God

f. I am satisfied with crossing the racial, gender, cultural divides

g. I have banqueted on showing this hurting woman how to worship God

18. Make sure we see the scope of this story

a. Jesus takes a risk and crosses racial, gender and cultural barriers to reach out to a wounded woman

b. As he does it he draws her into a relationship with himself and into worship of God

c. In doing so, Jesus finds great fulfillment despite his physical hunger and thirst, Jesus is completely satisfied

19. There are wounded people all around us

a. There are wells all over our city where wounded people go

b. There are wounded people in this assembly

c. They are wounded often by different races, genders and cultures

d. But in offering to put our lips on their bucket

e. We will find a satisfaction in life no bread can fill

20. Last month I heard a story that made me grieve

a. A young couple came to Highland Street Church of Christ staff some years ago

b. The young couple was wounded and needed help and asked for help

c. Nobody was willing to help them

d. They went to the Church of Christ across town and the minister there met them at the well

e. The minister crossed some barriers and mended their wounds

f. The couple is now middle aged.  The man is a deacon

21. I heard that story with grief and joy

a. Grief that I might have been the one that failed them

b. Grief that we turned away when we should have turned toward

c. Joy that they had enough energy to get to another well

d. Joy that they found healing

22. This is not a guilt trip to make us hungry and thirsty

a. This text tells us how to be filled and satisfied

b. Rejoice in harvest

c. To be like Jesus

23. I get so satisfied with my circle of friends

a. A group of 3 men that I pray with

b. Two men that I play racquetball with

c. A couple of people that I meet regularly with lunch

d. That’s good.  All very good

24. But I need to go to the well

a. The story convicts me

b. I find that I am more like the disciples than I am like Jesus

c. I want to be more like Jesus than I am like the disciples

d. Prayer – 

i. I Promise to go to the well to intentionally meet somebody I don’t know

ii. Find a friend who is different from me

iii. Drink from a bucket that is not mine

25. Tony Evans told about a young married couple

a. They were traveling down a freeway when the car went into a spin and hit the railing

b. A man saw his young bride was bleeding

c. He looked at the side of the road.  There was a sign: John Smith, MD

d. Sensing help was close at hand, he picked up his wife and carried her to the door

e. Dr. Smith responded to the knock and saw the woman’s condition

f. He said, “I can’t help you. I am retired.”  I haven’t practiced in years.  I can’t do anything for your wife

g. The husband pleaded.  My wife is bleeding.  She is wounded.  Surely you remember the basics

h. “No, I cannot do it.  I cannot help.”

i. In desperation the husband turned away, then shouted back to Dr. Smith

j. Take down your sign.  If you don’t practice, then you are misleading people

26. The sign in front of our building says, “Church of Christ”

a. The sign suggest that the people inside are like Christ, act like Christ, belong to Christ

b. It suggest that anyone, First Americans, African Americans, young people, tattooed people, homeless persons

c. The sign suggests that anyone who comes in should find people who act like Jesus did at the well

27. If we decide that we are not going to be like Jesus, then let’s take down the sign

a. If we are not willing to put our lips to another person’s bucket

b. Cross racial lines

c. Go against injustice of our culture

d. Embrace the wounded, minister to the sick

e. Welcome those who are different 

f. Then Take Down The Sign

28. Let me tell you what I believe

a. If I open myself to be at the well, God will send the Samarian woman

b. You didn’t have to go looking, just be at the well

c. Just decide right now, that today I’m going to be at the well

d. If I miss going with my friends to the cafeteria, I may well banquet on the greatest spiritual feast of my life

29. Response # 1 

a. Write yourself a promise

b. Make an appointment

c. Think through an apology

d. Choose a ministry

30.
Response # 2 - Invitation

